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As war rages, campus reacts
College anti-war movement 
voices its opposition
By Frank Caliva ’04 
News Editor
Last Wednesday, March 19, 
as President George W. Bush’s 
ultimatum to Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein to leave his 
country or face 
WAR military action 
COVERAGE expired, some
Providence 
College students gathered for a 
prayer vigil and march to 
express their desire for a 
peaceful resolution to the 
conflict, and their support for 
peace in general. 
Coincidentally, less than 45 
minutes after the conclusion of 
the vigil, the first bombs and 
missiles began falling on 
Baghdad.
At 8 p.m., approximately 60 
to 70 students assembled 
outside Moore Hall to pray and 
to listen to several student 
speakers, along with two 
representatives of Rhode 
Island’s chapter of Pax Christi, 
an international Catholic peace 
movement. The event 
was organized by Angela Kelly 
’04 and Mike Raia ’05 
[Assistant Commentary Editor 
of The Cowl], along with a 
number of others whom Kelly 
described as part of a core group 
of concerned students. Kelly 
and Raia both stressed that 
neither the silent protest of 
March 5, nor last Wednesday’s 
peace vigil, occurred under the 
auspices of any campus 
organization or department.
As students gathered, they lit 
candles and listened to several 
students read poetry related to 
the conflict and the theme of 
peace. Kelly explained that this 
vigil was not intended to be a 
“loud political rally,” but that 
organizers hoped to “create an 
environment of respect...to 
give time for considering 
peace.”
Peg Brodeur ’79 and Kathi 
Healy ’95SCE ’97G, of Pax 
Christi RI, said they were 
contacted by Raia and asked to 
attend and speak at the vigil. 
Brodeur expressed Pax Christi’s 
strong opposition to any 
possible war. “[The national 
organization of Pax Christi] sent 
an email out authorizing civil 
disobedience” against the 
conflict, she said. They both 
also expressed their support for 
PC students demonstrating 
against the conflict. “I think it’s 
wonderful that young people are 
getting out in favor of peace,” 
said Healy. Brodeur added, 
“College students are a big part 
of this movement.”
As keynote speaker, Brodeur 
attempted to address the 
spiritual aspects of opposition to 
war in Iraq. In comments that 
had the potential to inflame 
controversy on this campus, she 
asked, “I’m going to challenge 
St. Augustine and St. Thomas 
Aquinas—is there any such 
thing as a just war?” She also 
asked rhetorically, “‘Love your 
enemies, unless they have 
weapons of mass destruction’ - 
would Jesus say this?”Brodeur 
went on to implore the crowd 
to pray for peace every day.
* Dr. Paul Gondreau, Instructor 
in Theology, offered a response 
to Brodeur’s comments as a 
theologian. “The ‘Love your 
enemies’ passage has always 
been used by pacifists as
support [for their position],” he 
said. However, he noted that 
there was Biblical evidence to 
the contrary as well, including 
the Gospel reading from last 
Sunday in which Jesus uses 
violent means to throw the 
money-changers out of the 
temple in Jerusalem. “Loving 
your enemies is about the 
attitude towards your enemies,” 
Gondreau said. “Vengeance and 
hatred get us nowhere. But the 
tradition of the Church has 
never understood that to mean 
a strict pacifistic position.”
He noted that the Church has 
always maintained that it is 
possible for war to be just under 
certain conditions. Gondreau 
said that while it is perfectly 
acceptable to disagree with
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[Above] Students silently march for peace on Wednesday. 
[Below] Vigil participants light candles as a symbol of hope.
The ties that bind: PC prays for own serving abroad
By Lauren Wholley ’04
Asst. News Editor
Though the war is being 
fought thousands of miles away 
from Providence College, for 
some in the community the 
reality of it has hit closer to 
home. With 
WAR |27 PC alumni 
COVERAGE  and numerous 
family 
members and friends of students 
and faculty currently overseas, 
the entire campus is more 
deeply connected to the war, 
even if everyone is not aware 
of it.
While Rich Crowley ’05 
goes to Civ and eats at Ray, his 
cousin, Private First Class 
Daniel Spencer makes his way 
toward Baghdad with the 1st 
Marine Division. “It’s weird 
going out and doing normal 
things here when people are 
over there fighting. Maybe the 
reality hasn’t set in for us yet,” 
he said.
Rev. Mark Nowel, O.P., 
Dean of Undergraduate Studies, 
shared Crowley’s sentiment. “I 
went to the men’s basketball 
game the other day and watched 
the student section being 
students...I hope the students 
realize that some of their 
classmates’ and instructors’ 
lives have changed, our world 
is different now.”
Members of Providence 
College’s Patriot Battalion have 
remained faithful to their 
everyday Army Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) 
routine, but are constantly 
thinking of the men and women 
who are overseas. Cadet Julie 
Conway ’05 thought that it 
would be beneficial to the rest
of the College if they did the 
same. “PC has a big connection 
to the war because of ROTC; a 
sophomore [Richard Trull ’05] 
left school to go over there. 
There are people who are part 
of our community who are 
"-------------------------------------
I hope the students 
realize that some of then- 
classmates’ and 
instructors’ lives have 
changed, our world is 
different now.
Rev. Mark Nowel O.P. 
-------------------------------------------------------------- "  
fighting right now and I hope 
everyone realizes that,” she 
said.
In order to keep his students 
informed, Lieutenant Colonel 
Steven McGonagle, Professor 
of Military Leadership, set up a 
“News from the Front” bulletin 
board with emails from 
graduated students who are now 
serving in the Middle East.
He wanted the board to 
express more than just cold facts 
about the conflict, instead it 
focused on people who have 
close ties to PC and the war. 
“My brother is serving.. I ave 
friends in probably every army 
unit you are hearing about on 
the news...it’s different for me 
because I am thinking of 
individuals,” he said.
According to LTC 
McGonagle it is difficult to 
accept that while his family, 
friends, and colleagues are in 
the heart of conflict, he is safe 
on the PC campus. “I don’t 
want my army to go to war, but 
if it does I feel like I should be 
there,” he said.
Some cadets seem to share 
this feeling. Cadet Brendan 
McEvoy ’03 said, “A lot of the 
army guys are rip-roaring, 
saying ‘we have to go over 
there,’ but I think the majority 
of people on campus are mostly 
concerned...! am constantly 
thinking about and praying for 
those I have served with who 
are over there.”
Cadet Brian Cotter ’06 
knows first hand what it feels 
like to have a loved one serving 
in the war. His father, LTC 
David Cotter ’83 will be 
shipping out for Iraq on Friday. 
When asked if he was worried, 
Cotter explained, “I feel pretty 
confident, but I am always 
thinking. I know from the news 
that the possibility exists.”
LTC McGonagle could not
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Student Congress meeting 
fails to muster quorum
On Monday, March 24,2003, Student 
Congress held their weekly meeting as 
usual, but little was accomplished as 
there were not enough members in at­
tendance to constitute a quorum.
The meeting started off with a guest 
speaker. Dr. Thomas Canavan, Vice 
President of Academic Affairs, was on 
hand to address a variety of issues in­
cluding the new Center for the Arts, li­
brary renovations, the possibility of 
Providence College’s business program 
becoming accredited by an international 
association, and the proposed Global 
Studies and Environmental Studies pro­
grams.
Canavan also answered questions 
members had regarding the newly intro­
duced world religions course and the 
possibility of it counting towards a the­
ology core requirement. He also ad­
dressed concerns about the lack of a 
communications major at the College.
After Canavan spoke, no new busi­
ness could be addressed due to the lack 
Campus Calendar for March 28 to April 3
of a quorum. According to the Rules of 
Order of Student Congress, two-thirds 
of the active members of Congress must 
be present to have a quorum. Without a 
quorum, legislation cannot be voted on, 
and the only motion that can be made is 
a motion to adjourn. Such a motion was 
made, and the meeting ended without 
any general discussion.
—Stephanie Barkus ’05
Theology professor speaks on 
morality of cloning
Rev. Paul Conner, O.P., STD, 
Associate Professor of Theology, 
presented his lecture, The Indignity of 
Human Cloning last Friday afternoon in 
Moore Hall.
Conner covered a number of facets 
of the cloning controversy including the 
tools, science, and evaluation of human 
cloning. “Any free choice or action that 
honors or fosters human dignity is good 
for us, and any that disrespects or harms 
it is unethical, immoral, and, if serious, 
should be made illegal,” he said.
The main scientific method that he 
addressed was somatic cell nuclear 
transfer where the DNA of a female egg 
is replaced with DNA from a donor skin 
cell. The purpose is to create a viable 
human embryo that can provide organs 
for the cell donor.
Conner argued that cloning violates 
the dignity of every human in specific 
ways. “It gives the clone asexual 
origins,” he said. He also remarked that 
new life should come about as an 
“expression of both divine and human 
love,” but that “the origin of the clone 
would not be an act of consummate 
human love but a lab procedure.”
Proponents of human cloning site 
therapeutic purposes or embryonic stem 
cell therapy, and cloning for reproductive 
purposes as being good motives. 
However, Conner thinks that this is 
“wishful thinking” and is “reducing a 
person to an object of possession.”
Conner ended his lecture with a 
summary of his beliefs. “Most people 
sense something wrong about human 
cloning, and I believe they intuit a moral 
contradiction,” said Conner. “The very 
choice and action of cloning human 
beings, the reasons proponents give for 
doing so, and the foreseeable 
consequences all assault human dignity 
in its origins, nature, and destiny. Once 
we cross this moral Rubicon to permit 
human cloning for any reason, we cannot 
turn back,” he asserted.
—Natalie Forbes ’05
Student in Fenmell contracts 
bacterial meningitis
Last week, a Providence College 
student was diagnosed with bacterial 
meningitis. The student is receiving 
medical attention and doing quite well. 
The College has been in contact with the 
Rhode Island Department of Health and 
has taken all precautions to ensure the 
safety of the students.
Those people who were in close 
contact with infected student have been 
given the appropriate medication. The 
College is at this time assuring students 
that risk of contracting the virus is not 
high.
—Lauren Wholley ’04
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar
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3:30 p.m.
"What’s So Funny? 
Joking around with 
Philosophers,” 
DWC Colloquium 
series. More Hall II, 
presented by Dr. 
Millard
7 p.m.
Irish Fest with 
Black 47, in 
Peterson Center, 
Beer Garden w/ID, 
sponsored by the 
Gaelic Society and 
BOP
Blind Date Ball
Retreat through 
Sunday, Chaplain’s 
Office
4 p.m.
Spirit of ‘86,
Corona Promotions 
in McPhail’s, 
sponsored by
WDOM
6 p.m.
Latin Expo in ‘64 
Hall, sponsored by 
Amigo Unidos
Trip to NYC to see 
The Producers, 
sponsored by BOP 
Fine Arts
Saturday
5
Sunday
1 p.m.
The Foundation Meet 
and Greet, McPhail’s
1:30 p.m.
5 vs. 5 Basketball 
tournament in 
Peterson, sponsored 
by BOP, 
call x4217 to register
1 p.m.
John Langley
Memorial Basket­
ball tournament
Monday
Tuesday
8 p.m.
BOP Coffeehouse 
Battle of the Bands 
Part II, McPhail’s
7 p.m.
Global AIDS
Campaign Speaker 
in the Fishbowl
7 p.m.
Lecture on Christian
Democracy in
Europe,
Moore Hall I
Thursday
4:30 p.m.
Eugene Genovese 
Lecture, ‘64 Hall, 
sponsored by the 
Liberal Arts Honors 
Program
Wednesday
Mar. 17
6:40 a.m. - Damaged auto reported in R parking lot.
Mar. 18
1:18 a.m. - Vandalism in Aquinas Hall.
Man 19
12:34 a.m. - Property damage in McDermott Hall.
2:30 p.m. - Motor vehicle theft in R parking lot. Referred to 
the Providence Police.
Mar. 22
11:07 a.m. - Drug abuse violation in Fennell Hall. Referred to 
the Providence Police.
10:30 p.m. - Damaged auto reported in D parking lot.
Mar. 24
1:35 a.m. - Attempted motor vehicle theft in A parking lot.
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Results of Judicial Hearing Results of Judicial Hearing Results of Judicial Hearing Results of Judicial Hearing Administrative Review
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2. $500 Fine 2. $500 Fine
3. Written letter of apology to 3. Written letter of apology to
offended parents and offended parents and
students students
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College announces new residence hall
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff
What do you get when you cross a 
dorm room with an apartment? The an­
swer is the new suite-style residence hall 
being built on the lower campus of Provi­
dence College.
“We’re providing 
an additional option 
RESIDENCE for the type of living 
LIFE  on campus,” Mark F.
Rapoza, Director of 
Business Strategy, said of the new resi­
dence hall. He explained that the suites 
will have elements of both traditional 
rooms and apartments.
The new hall, scheduled to open in 
fall 2004, will be a combination of two 
and three bedroom suites accommodat­
ing between 325 and 350 students. 
Suites will have a common room, bath­
rooms, and an area with a refrigerator 
and a microwave but, unlike the apart­
ments, will not have full kitchens.
“I’m excited that we’re going to be 
offering this to our students,” said Rev. 
Kenneth Sicard, O.P., Dean of Residence 
Life. “So many of our competitor col­
leges are offering different models of liv­
ing, and we wanted to do the same.”
Not all students thought that having 
a suite without a kitchen was a good idea. 
“If you’re going to do something suite­
style, you might as well go all the way,” 
said Melissa Borko ’04. “Don’t do it 
halfway. It’s not worth it.”
Rapoza cited the desire for another 
style of living on campus as one reason 
the suite-style building was decided 
upon, explaining that another reason was 
that zoning issues related to including 
kitchens in the rooms would have needed 
to be explored. “The time frame to go 
through that process could be a reason 
for delay,” he said.
new residence hall to be built on Lower Campus.An artist’s rendering of the
Construction of the building is ex­
pected to begin sometime during this 
spring or early summer and continue for 
15 months, finishing in time for the 
2004-2005 school year.
“The building should be ready by 
September 2004,” said Father Sicard. “It 
will be in next year’s housing selection 
process unless something happens that 
we don’t foresee.”
The building will be open to juniors 
and seniors who are unable to get apart­
ments with the remaining suites being 
offered to sophomores hoping to move 
out of the traditional residence halls.
“I think the juniors and seniors are 
still going to choose the apartments 
first,” said Father Sicard. “If they don’t 
get apartments, I think this is a really 
attractive alternative to them.”
The building also provides alterna­
tives in terms of the cost of living on 
campus. Rapoza said he expected the 
price of living in the suites would be 
higher than in traditional halls but lower 
than in the apartments. “It provides op­
tions in a lot of areas,” he said.
Although there will be more housing 
on campus, four years of housing will 
still not be guaranteed. Instead, Father 
Sicard said the building provides more 
flexibility. “Although we don’t guaran­
tee housing for juniors and seniors, 
we’ve never turned anybody away who 
wanted to live on campus,” he said.
The building is also not indicative of 
a plan to increase enrollment at the Col­
lege. “This building is being built to 
transfer students who are living off cam­
pus now who want to live on campus, 
not to increase enrollment,” said Rapoza.
The residence hall will be located on 
PC’s lower campus, forming a second 
quad with the new Center for the Arts 
and Fennell Hall. Each floor will have a 
mixture of four and six-person suites, 
and the building will include general 
amenities such as a laundry room, vend­
ing areas, and lounge space on each floor 
in the elevator area.
To make room for the new hall and 
center for the arts, the tennis courts will 
be moved to the parking lot behind the 
power plant. Also, the intramural soft- 
ball field will be turned, giving it more 
space.
In terms of parking, Rapoza said that 
more spaces will be added behind 
Fennell Hall and east of the Center for 
the Arts that will compensate for any 
spaces lost.
On Wednesday, March 19,2003, stu­
dents were able to view a model of a four 
person suite set up in Guzman Chapel. 
Rapoza said most of the responses to it 
were positive and that many students had 
well thought out questions concerning 
the room.
Father Sicard concurred. “The stu­
dents that we’ve spoken to are really, 
really excited about it,” he said.
Shannon McCormack ’05, who went 
to see the room, said, “I liked it a lot, but 
I would rather have an oven than a mi­
crowave.” Despite this, she thought the 
room was nice. “There was a lot of space 
to it,” she said.
While the suite-style building will be 
the first of its kind at PC, there are cur­
rently no other plans for additional halls 
of its type. According to Father Sicard, 
this is the only residence hall that is part 
of the school’s master space plan, and 
he doesn’t foresee any other new build­
ings in the immediate future.
Courtesy of The Spectrum
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PC students spend break in Dominican Republic
Courtesy of Diana Afonso ’05
Diana Afonso ’05 holds her new friend Saqueo, age five.
Following the Spanish session, the 
students and volunteers were able to en­
joy some free time. “We would have ‘rec’ 
time for an hour where we would usu­
ally play soccer,” Barrett continued. “It 
would usually be the kids versus the vol­
unteers.”
In the afternoon, the children contin­
ued with their school work in English 
Camp.
“We were teaching them phonics, 
vocabulary, and math using different 
themes like toys and vehicles,” said 
Barrett.
“English is a big deal,” said Aspero. 
“If the boys learn English, they can eas­
ily get ajob.”
In addition to the classroom environ­
ment created at the orphanage, the vol­
unteers also personally tutored some or­
phans.
“We would have one on one time with 
our compeneos [friend],” said New­
ton. “We would work on writing a lot.” 
However, the volunteers did not 
spend all their time instructing. They 
were also able to have some down time 
with the children.
“At night we would go to church or 
we would watch a movie.” Aspero said. 
“We were just mostly trying to give them 
some attention.”
Throughout their trip, the volunteers 
slept in squalid conditions. Their sleep­
ing quarters were “basically a chain-link 
fence with a roof, a tarp, bunk beds, and 
a mosquito net,” said Barrett.
However, despite meager sleeping 
arrangements, many of the volunteers 
had similar things to say about the ef­
fect of this experience on their lives.
“I think they had a bigger effect on 
me than I had on them,” said Aspero. 
“They have nothing and they’re so 
happy. I would do it again if they asked 
me to go back.”
“I already did this program in Haiti 
for three weeks,” said Holland. “I was 
in a tiny village in the mountains. In both 
cases there was extreme poverty. They 
had nothing, but they were the most 
happy and joyful children.”
“When I got there, all I could see was 
emptiness and poverty,” Barrett said. 
“Then when I got to the orphanage all I 
could see were the smiles and the beauty 
that was there.”
“I got a lot out of it,” Newton said. 
“You may not realize you’re making a 
difference until the last day when you’re 
leaving and you see how sad they look.” 
“They all just needed to be shown that 
someone cared,” continued Holland. “It 
was intimidating to think about going 
and even in the airplane it was still in­
timidating. But once you get there you 
can’t believe you haven’t done it before. 
It’s tough, it takes a lot out of you but 
it’s the most rewarding experience you’ll 
ever have.”
For the latest on Iraq...visit CNN.com 
For everything else, check out 
www.TheCowl. COM
Blowing smoke: new 
ban packs little punch
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By Lauren Wholley ’04
Asst. News Editor
As the weather slowly gets warmer, 
more and more smokers are venturing 
outside to light up. Which begs the 
question: are they in a designated 
smoking spot?
The Providence 
College smoking ban 
that was instituted in the 
fall in accordance with 
Rhode Island State law
prohibited smoking in all on-campus 
buildings. In fact, the 11 designated 
outdoor smoking zones spread 
throughout campus are the only places 
where students and faculty should be 
seen with cigarettes.
But, according to some, it does not 
appear that the entire college community 
has abided by the stipulations of the ban. 
“Even after the signs went up on the 
buildings, I did not see students making 
an extra effort to smoke in the designated 
spots,” said Lindsay Comeau ’05.
According to Chief Philip Reilly, 
Executive Director of the Security 
Department, officers have not written up 
any students for violations of the ban yet 
this year. He explained that their 
procedure was to “remind students of the 
smoking policy at the College if we saw 
them smoking outside of the designated 
spots.”
Rev. Kenneth Sicard O.P., Dean of 
Residence Life, explained that there have 
been seven smoking write-ups this year 
by Resident Assistants (RA) in the 
residence halls. “There was no warning, 
on the first offense the students received 
a $25 fine,” he said.
According to Fr. Sicard, the 
enforcement of the ban in the residence 
halls was the responsibility of RA’s and 
Hall Directors. “If we smelled smoke 
coming from the dorm rooms or
apartments, we would investigate,” he 
said.
Some people questioned PC’s 
commitment to the ban. Chief Reilly 
observed, “We know they have been 
smoking outside of the buildings because 
there is litter all over the ground.”
Anthony Giattino ’03 believed that a 
lack of strict enforcement made it easier 
for students to ignore the designated 
smoking areas. “If I had a cigarette and 
was outside of a smoking post, I never 
really worried about getting caught,” he 
said.
Fr. Sicard thought the ban was 
effective in the residence halls because 
there was not a high infraction rate. “We 
will continue to enforce the ban, b"t there 
doesn’t seem to be a need to increase 
sanctions. It is working well,” he said.
Elizabeth Bryson ’04, also 
recognized a reduction in smoking 
around campus. “I still see students 
smoking outside of the buildings, but 
after the ban went into effect, I was not 
as bothered by clouds of smoke outside 
every door,” she said.
Chief Reilly did not think that 
enforcement of the ban would be 
increased, but he did cite a number of 
problems that result when students do 
not follow the ban. “People have begun 
to prop doors while they are off smoking, 
allowing others access to the buildings. 
This is a safety violation that has been 
addressed with signs in most of the 
buildings,” he said.
From the beginning, Providence 
College’s smoking ban has been more 
of a trust issue than a strictly punished 
offense, but Chief Reilly stressed the 
importance of following the College’s 
rules. “The smokers know the ban is 
based on health issues. We wouldn’t 
want to write them up, but they have to 
know that it is hazardous to non- 
smokers.”
Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons www.TheCowl.com
by Mike Massey ’06
News Staff
While many Providence College stu­
dents were lying on a beach enjoying 
their spring break free from worry and 
care, 14 of their classmates were instead 
vacationing in the Dominican Republic 
to participate in Orphanage Outreach..
Beth Holland '03, Sarah
BEYOND
PC
Aspero ’04, Sarah Gud- 
ernatch ’05, Amy Barret 
’04, Jen Neil ’03, Diana 
Afonso ’05, Carolvn
Lubrano ’05, Lindsay Tucker ’06, 
Meggan Montano ’05, Amy Mello ’04, 
Stephanie Newton ’03, Susan Bayly ’05, 
Christen Abrams ’03, and Jen Marquino 
’04 traveled to Esperanza, Dominican 
Republic, from March 8 until March 15.
Orphanage Outreach was founded in 
1995 and is a 501c 3 non-profit organi­
zation, headquartered in Glendale, Ariz. 
The goals of Orphanage Outreach, as 
stated on its website, “are to assist the 
orphanages we work with to 1) provide 
the basic necessities, 2) provide a qual­
ity education, and 3) become financially 
self-sufficient.”
The basic job of the volunteers was 
to help teach in the all-male orphanage 
of Esperanza. “Each volunteer was 
given one partner,” said Aspero. “We 
would do reading with him and play with 
him.”
The school day itself was split in to 
two sessions. “In the morning was Span­
ish camp,” said Barrett. “Each day was 
a different theme. On Monday was body 
parts, so we would teach them using 
Spanish,” she explained.
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PC debate team hosts tournament
Bv Natalie Forbes ’05
News Staff
To cheer one another on, 
students pound their fists on the 
table, British Parliament style, 
when their teammate makes a 
convincing or excellent point. 
Rounds can get rowdy. Walking 
through the second floor of 
Feinstein on Saturday 
afternoon, one could hear tables 
shaking and debaters raising 
their voices as they tried to 
convince the judge that their 
view was the right one. Other 
debates are less intense, such as 
when the topic of discussion is 
Star Wars. The rounds were 
judged by some of the 25 
members of PC’s debate 
association. No PC students 
debated in the tournament 
competitively because the 
school hosting a tournament 
does not debate.
The team from Harvard 
University won overall. Awards 
were also given for top novice 
speakers, meaning debaters 
who have only been debating 
for less than one year, and for 
top speakers.
Debate Association 
President and four-year member 
of the team, Sean Caruthers ’03, 
said of the tournament, “I think 
it went really well. It proves 
that smaller teams from smaller 
schools.. .can compete with the 
Harvards and Yales of the 
debate world.” Debate 
Association treasurer Mary- 
Kate Lizotte ’04, said, “It was a 
good way to have the team
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Joe Rahoe ’05, Debate Team member, and Mary-Kate Lizotte ’04, Debate Team 
treasurer, discuss scores in the tabulation room.
come together. We did a good 
job.” The members of PC’s 
team seemed happy with the 
outcome of the tournament.
PC’s team has participated in 
eight other tournaments this 
year. Two teams from PC will 
travel to Yale this weekend for 
the Yale Invitational and cast 
their votes in the National 
Elections, which will also be 
taking place.
Caruthers emphasized that 
membership is “open to any
student.” The team meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening 
at 7 p.m. in Accino 214.
War: Opponents and supporters clash over justification for the invasion
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Aquinas or Augustine’s 
teaching on just war and to 
advocate a Christian pacifistic 
position, that is not the official 
understanding of the Church. 
When asked to comment on this 
particular conflict, Gondreau 
said, “I stand with the pope in 
praying and hoping for peace, 
but at the same time, I stand in 
support of the right of our 
country to defend itself, and to 
free an oppressed people from 
a tyrant.”
Following' Brodeur’s 
address, Healy read a passage 
from the Book of Isaiah in the 
Old Testament. After she 
finished, some students picked 
up signs and began a silent 
march around campus that 
ended at the grotto outside St. 
Dominic Chapel.
There were several moments 
during the evening where other 
PC students voiced their 
opposition to the vigil and 
march. Individuals in a passing 
car yelled an obscenity as the 
march began, and students in 
Aquinas Hall chanted “Hey, hey 
ho, ho, Saddam Hussein has got 
to go” from a window as the 
students gathered in the grotto 
below. Students also 
sarcastically shouted, “Sep­
tember 11 — that was really 
cool, huh?” Raia and Kelly both 
said they were approached by 
several female students after the 
vigil ended who expressed their 
support for both U.S. troops 
stationed overseas and their 
mission.
The vigil was not the only 
expression of anti-war 
sentiment on the part of PC 
students. Several students 
participated in the major 
protests that occurred in New 
York City several weeks ago. “It 
was great, everyone was 
supporting each other,” said 
Jaclyn Raffol ’05, who attended 
both the PC vigil and the 
protests in New York along with 
Rich Lyons ’05.
Students at the College had 
another opportunity to voice 
their opinions on the war on 
Friday, March 21, at an 
unofficial forum in the 
Community Room on the fourth 
floor of Feinstein. According to 
Mike Raia, roughly 17 people 
attended, with war opponents 
outnumbering proponents three 
to one. However, Raia also said 
the discussion was congenial, 
and provided an opportunity for 
students on both sides of the 
issue to engage in constructive 
dialogue.
Opening a dialogue on the 
war is one of the primary aims 
of Angela Kelly, the major 
organizer of the vocal peace 
movement on campus. “We 
wanted to make sure any action 
we take included a variety of 
perspectives...[we] framed
most of the activities around the 
language of peace, not anti­
war,” she said. Kelly said she 
was motivated by her concerns 
regarding “the rush to action” 
by Bush and the lack of U.N. 
support for military action. 
However, she stressed that 
education and frank discussion 
were her primary objectives. “I 
think it’s important to 
demonstrate a sensitivity to the 
diversity of opinion on campus, 
and a commitment to 
democracy, when dealing with 
these complex issues,” she said. 
Kelly also made clear that even 
when opposing military 
intervention, she was in support 
of the members of the armed 
services. “We support the troops 
as individuals who safety we 
care about, “ she said.
Brad Freeman ’06 said that 
the troops were his primary 
concern as well. “Before [the 
U.S.] went, I was a little 
skeptical of going [to Iraq] but 
now that we’re there, I fully 
support the troops and just hope 
it ends fast,” he said. Freeman 
said he was also convinced that 
war is necessary. “We need to 
get rid of [Saddam], He’s a 
threat to our country,” he said.
This past Friday and 
Saturday students came to 
Providence College from 
Brown, Harvard, Boston 
University, Fordham, Emerson, 
Clark, Cornell, Williams, and 
Brandeis, to debate why 
prostitution should be legal, 
why affirmative
action should be 
made illegal, and 
'why the United 
States should
CAMPUS
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never have bought Alaska.
There was a reason for all the 
quarrelling. Providence 
College’s Debate Association 
hosted its annual debate 
tournament this past weekend. 
Providence College has been 
selected to host a tournament for 
five out of the last six years.
The tournament consisted of 
18 teams of two students each. 
The style of debate is termed 
“parliamentary”. Two teams of 
two students each debate one 
another in what is called a 
round. The team representing 
the government brings forth a 
case to change the status quo, 
such as making prostitution 
legal. Speakers present their 
cases and points one at a time, 
but members of the opposing 
team can interject, usually to 
ask for clarification of a point 
or specific part of the speaker’s 
argument.
6 The Cowl News March 27, 2003
“How the Grinch Stole an Election”
CAMPUS
EVENT
by Keith Carr ’04
Asst. News Editor
To many Americans, the 2000 
presidential election remains shrouded 
in mystery. Many accept George W. 
Bush as the clear winner of a fair, 
legitimate election and 
cite the ruling of the 
U.S. Supreme Court to 
back up that view. 
Others see the election 
as a sham—a fraud involving the 
disenfranchisement of thousands of 
voters—and point to racism within the 
voting system and downright criminal 
acts by those in charge to back up their 
point.
Danny Schechter falls into this latter 
category. In a presentation to a full 
audience of Providence College students 
on March 20, entitled “How the Grinch 
Stole an Election”, Schecter, along with 
Dr. Eric Hirsch, Associate Professor of 
Sociology and Dr. Anthony Affigne, 
Associate Professor of Political Science, 
tackled the hotly debated 2000 election. 
After a viewing of Schecter’s award­
winning essay film. Counting on 
Democracy about the dis­
enfranchisement of Florida voters in 
2000 and the political judo which 
ensued, the panelists spoke about the 
election and took questions from the 
audience.
“I think we did a job here that nobody 
else did, including the American media, 
which is quite amazing,” said Schecter 
about the making of the film. The film 
examines several highly controversial 
elements of the election which Schecter 
claims were expunged from media 
coverage. “A lot of decisions were made 
that were not discussed...they 
predetermined the outcome of the 
election,” said Schecter. Among such 
controversies examined were the conflict 
of interests posed by Katherine Harris’s 
position as Florida Secretary of State 
while simultaneously the Bush campaign 
co-chair, the purging of thousands of 
legitimate African-American voters, 
claiming that they were “felons,” and the 
notorious over-votes, largely 
misunderstood and misrepresented by 
mass media.
Discussing disenfranchisement, 
Affigne, who wrote his doctoral 
dissertation on voter turnout and 
democracy, said that there were 
elemental problems with the entire 
American electoral system itself rather 
than mere superficial problems within 
the state of Florida. “The voting system 
has worked to disenfranchise poor 
working-class whites as well as people 
of color,” said Affigne. In evidence of
"  ----------------------------
I think Bush stole the election... 
he stole the election and I think 
that we’re all paying for that 
today
Dr. Eric Hirsch •
this, Affigne cited the harsh method by 
which Florida expunges ex-felons from 
the voting rolls. “In Florida, one loses 
one’s right to vote after serving a single 
day in prison,” said Affigne.
Hirsch noted that because of laws 
forbidding ex-felons to vote, nearly 
173,000 voters were purged from the 
voting rolls—a huge number in such a 
close election. Hirsch also noted that 
two-thirds of African-American voters— 
traditional Democratic allies-were 
purged from the voting list in Miami- 
Dade county, many without cause. 
Further, Hirsch cited a list of 8000 
African-American voters, sent from 
Texas, who were inaccurately labeled as 
“felons” and subsequently expunged 
from the voting rolls.
“The real story should have been that 
Bush was elected by only 24% of the 
electorate,” said Hirsch, referring to 
record-setting lows for voter turnout. 
“I think Bush stole the election. . . he 
stole the election and I think that we’re 
all paying for that today,” said Hirsch.
Bridget Duffy ’04, who attended the 
film, did not share Hirsch’s opinion 
about the “stolen election.” “I would 
definitely disagree... You cannot blame 
this on a single person. Many people 
were responsible for the outcome of the 
election, both Democrat and 
Republican,” she said.
The film was sponsored by the 
Departments of Sociology, Political 
Science, Social Science and Black 
Studies. For more info about the film, 
go to www.countingondemocracy.org.
ROTC: Patriot Battalion in constant communication with troops in the Gulf
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speak for his entire Battalion, but like 
Cotter, he felt confident of decisions 
being made. “I deem the leaders of our 
country to be of exceptional moral 
character. They believe the war is 
something that has to be done and I 
support the decision to do it,” he said.
The one thing that gives Cadet Brian 
Sullivan ’03 comfort in the face of war 
is the fact that “these are people who 
want to be over there. The individuals 
in Iraq believe in America. No matter 
what your belief may be concerning the 
war, these are the people who are going 
to make sure you have the freedom to 
express your opinions.”
Like Sullivan, many of the students 
and professors with personal ties to the 
troops feel that it is important for 
Providence College to support those men 
and women who are risking their lives, 
regardless of political beliefs. “I think 
everyone is entitled to their own opinion 
about war. But, I once heard a general 
respond to someone who was making 
anti-war comments, ‘It’s my job to 
protect the right you have to say the 
stupid things you say about me,”’ Cotter 
said.
To do their part, the Patriot Battalion 
is involved in Operation Support Our 
Troops, which, according to LTC 
McGonagle, is a military family 
organization who sends care packages 
to the troops. “They have already sent 
60,000 pounds of packages 
overseas.. .Our responsibility is to send 
care packages to all of our PC alums,” 
he explained. He said that students could 
get involved in the organization by 
looking in the newspaper and watching 
for ads on TV.
For the most part, LTC McGonagle 
is impressed with the maturity of 
students on campus. “I haven’t had any 
negative feedback. We traverse the 
campus in combat and physical fitness 
uniforms and we’ve had people come up 
and say ‘thank you for what you are 
doing’,” he said.
He does, however, fear that the public 
is misinformed about the war. 
“Americans, in general are not very well 
versed. They would be more likely to 
tell you the winner of American Idol or 
Survivor than to explain the root of 
conflict with Iraq,” LTC McGonagle 
offered.
In order to make sure the PC 
community stays informed, some 
students felt that there should be more 
discussion about the war on campus, 
since the outcome will effect every 
American. Joe Pozzuto ’04, whose best 
friends Luigi, Matt, and Rob are in the 
Marines, commented on a lack of 
passion on campus. “Most people I talk 
to seem to be against the war, but 
publicly I haven’t seen anything that 
expresses strong beliefs one way or the 
other... A lot of people may not be fully 
educated and are confused as to where 
they stand,” he said.
He does not see the same devotion in 
PC students that he saw in his friends. 
“All three of them were in college prior 
to Sept. 11, and a week or two after, they 
dropped out of college to join the 
Marines. They had all lost one person 
in the attacks and their passion for the 
cause led them to leave school! I think 
this is the exact opposite of the passion 
for issues that people have on this 
campus,” he said.
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The family of Rebecca Shaw would like to thank the 
Providence College Community for your prayers, 
sympathy, comfort, and kindess expressed due to the 
unexpected passing of our cherished and loved 
daughter and sister Becky. We are especially grateful 
and thankful to those who sent cards, flowers, 
refreshments, telephoned, and arranged for prayer card 
rememberences.
We hope Becky will always be remembered as kind, 
thoughtful, caring, helpful, a lover of flowers, beauty, 
music, people, life, and a builder of friendships.
We have asked God to Bless and Keep in His heart, 
each and every one of you who have comforted and 
helped ease our sadness and pain.
John, Ann, and Jonathan
Shaw
Amigos Unidos Presents:
The 11th Annual Latino 
Expo Saturday, 
March 29 @ 6:00pm in '64 
Hall Come and enjoy 
Hispanic food, music, and 
culture!
This event is FREE!
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Re-thinking strategy
Ground forces fight outside Baghdad
by Sarah Long ’04
Asst. World Editor
As sandstorms and pro-Saddam 
troops delay ground forces, the U.S. 
coalition changes plans, diminishing the 
hope that this would be a short and clean 
war.
One U.S. official said that the coa­
lition is currently focused on Fedayeen, 
a 60,000 person Saddam militia, as well 
as Baath party loyalists. “We will go 
where the enemy is,” the official said 
Wednesday. The U.S. Marines have 
captured 500 men believed to by part 
of Fedayeen. Marines have also taken 
a T-55 tank, 3,000 chemical suits and 
masks, and Iraqi military uniforms.
Marine units were guarding two 
bridges between Kuwait and Karbala, 
in reaction to an intelligence report that 
Iraqis may destroy them to cut off fuel 
and other supplies. “That is such a key 
spot logistically,” said one defense of­
ficial about the bridges.
On Monday, British forces, lead by 
Major General Robin Brims, destroyed 
a bridge between Basra and Iraqi forces 
to protect the citizens of the city.
However, the U.N. warned of the 
possibility of a humanitarian crisis for 
Basra’s 1.5 million people. There were 
100,000 children there that are at risk 
of disease, as drinking water and other 
supplies have been interrupted.
The first humanitarian aid came in 
on Wednesday, as seven planes with
Arab World News
US kills 650 Iraqis fighting in Karbala, a town outside of Najaf.
food and other supplies were flown to 
Umm Qasar, just over the Kuwaiti bor­
der.
U.S. forces are believed to be respon­
sible for air attacks in Baghdad that 
killed 14 civilians and injured 30 oth­
ers. The attack was carried out by the 
U.S. coalition and hit a shopping center 
that is several hundred meters from any 
military facility. BBC correspondent 
Andrew Gilligan said that an angry 
crowd waved clothes and shoes of the 
victims and shouted “down with Bush”
and “long live Saddam.” Gilligan also 
reported that several buildings burned 
down and cars were set on fire.
British Royal Air Force says that 
there is an investigation underway. One 
spokesperson said, “We deeply regret the 
loss of civilian life.”
In planning the attack, Secretary of 
State Colin Powell wanted to use over­
whelming force to overthrow the 
Saddam regime. This was rejected by 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 
who claimed that Iraqi forces would be 
quick to surrender once war was un­
avoidable.
However, the Iraqi forces have 
proved to be tenacious. Iraqi snipers 
fired on coalition forces in Nasiriya,
WAR / continued on page 10
Sandstorms delay U.S. invasion of Baghdad
by Jay Higgins ’03 
World Editor
The United States’ main opponent 
during this war has been Iraqi soldiers, 
but on Tuesday they faced a new type of 
enemy: sandstorms. It is reported that 
sandstorms slowed U.S. and British 
forces to a crawl and thwarted air mis­
sions as they edged closer to the Iraqi 
capital. Officers told soldiers the storm 
could last around 60 hours. Baghdad 
residents, hunkered down for an even­
tual battle, woke to howling winds and 
the distant crash of artillery.
"It's stopped us from going any­
where," said one U.S. Marine corporal 
in the convoy.
Bad weather caused the military to 
call back combat missions from two air­
craft carriers, and two Army divisions 
were stalled in a vicious sandstorm that 
reduced visibility to a few feet.
Thousands of Marines trekking north 
toward Baghdad traveled only about 20 
miles in five hours, buffeted by heavy 
winds and blowing sand. While Iraq of­
ten sees sandstorms in the spring, me­
teorologists said this one was excep­
tional.
Swirling sand was so thick it was 
impossible for drivers to see vehicles a 
few meters in front of them, increasing 
the risk of collisions. After night fell, the 
sandstorm abated, only to be replaced by 
lashing rain and sheet lighting.
Drivers complained of hacking 
coughs and the abrasive dust stinging 
their eyes, turning their lips, and faces 
gray with the gritty powder and forcing 
them to don goggles and bandanas to 
protect themselves.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
providing an overview of the military 
campaign, said the coalition had secured 
a key southern port despite tenacious re­
sistance, and had much of the western 
desert in hand.
He said the allies launched air attacks 
on targets in the northern oil centers of 
Mosul and Kirkuk, as well as Saddam 
Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit, and that 
troops were making advances in eastern 
Iraq to help defend two main bridges 
over the Euphrates. However, it is the 
the road to Baghdad which will be most 
crucial and challenging to U.S. and Brit­
ish soldiers.
President Bush asked Congress 
Tuesday for $74.7 billion to cover the 
cost of the war with Iraq, administration 
officials said Monday.
It was the first time the White House 
has put a price on the war.
Sources: AP, CNN
W
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British and American forces marching to Baghdad were slowed by sandstorms on Tuesday, reducing visibility to just a few feet. Yahoo
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It happened on...
Tuesday Wednesday
U.S. Marines capture hospital hiding Iraqi soldiers
U.S. Central Command reported a successful raid and 
seizure of hospital near Nasiriya, Iraq by the U.S. Ma­
rines. Marines captured over 170 Iraqi soldiers who had 
been staging military attacks from the facility. They also 
confiscated more than 3,000 chemical suits with masks 
and Iraqi military uniforms in the hospital as well as a T- 
55 tank. No civilians were injured in the operation and 
authorities say a loudspeaker was used to warn patients 
and medical personnel inside to evacuate. Pentagon offi­
cials condemned Iraq for its practices saying that con­
ducting military operations under a Red Crescent flag, 
the flag used to mark a hospital, violates the law of armed 
conflict. The Pentagon also reported other illegal acts of 
war Iraq has been using such as firing at U.S. troops after 
signaling surrender.
Bombing Baghdad market leaves 15 dead
15 civilians were left dead when allied forces bombed a mar­
ket in Baghdad according to Iraqi officials. Regional Iraqi 
television broadcasts shoed crumbling buildings, charred re­
mains of cars and injured people while suggesting the at coa­
lition forces were to blame. At a Pentagon news briefing on 
Wednesday US military officials said they had not yet deter­
mined the cause of the damage and fatalities. Major General 
Stanley McChrystal said coalition forces did not target any 
sites in the area where the bombing took place. The only 
possible explanations he offered were Iraqi surface to air mis­
siles or fallout from Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery. An investiga­
tion is being launched to determine the source of the blast.
Ask
PC
What are your 
thoughts on the war 
with Iraq?
UK soldiers killed by ‘friendly fire’
Joe Donegan ’05
In the middle of fierce fighting outside the Iraqi city of 
Basra came an unexpected tragedy. Two U.K. soldiers 
were killed when their Challenger II tank was hit by stray 
shellfire. British officials reported that the shells were 
actually launched by another British tank and either missed 
their intended target or ricocheted off it. The two men 
inside the tank have been identified as Stephen John 
Allbutt, 35, and David Jeffrey Clarke, 19. A UK military 
spokesman noted that the hit was clearly a mistake and 
took place during a period of multiple engagements out­
side of Basra. As of this report from late Tuesday the 
number UK armed forces personnel lost during the war 
stood at 20.
U.S. Army tightens grip on Najaf
The fierce fighting around the city of Najaf about 90 miles 
south of Iraq has slowed considerably due to sever wind and 
sandstorms. Earlier in the day the Army’s Third Infantry 
Division surrounded the city taking control of three bridges 
that cross the Euphrates River. According to an American 
officer the Iraqi commander inside telephoned his superiors 
in Baghdad to say that he was surrounded. Throughout the 
day the divison’s artillery battery fired heavily on Iraqi troops 
trying to reinforce the city form the north and the south.
Weekly Spotlight
Sharif Ali bin al-Hussein
Why he’s our spotlight: The 46-year -old Iraqi politician is the head of a London-based faction that opposes Saddam 
Hussein’s rule. His party, the Constitutional Monarchy Movement, is a member of the Iraqi National Congress (INC), a 
Droad coalition that claims to represent diverse Iraqi communities such as Sunnis, Shias, Kurds, Christians and other mi- 
norities.
Life in exile: Sharif Ali has lived most of his life outside Iraq. In 1958 his first cousin and then-ruler of Iraq King Faisal II 
was deposed and killed in a coup. That year at the age two he fled Iraq with his family. He grew up in Lebanon and the UK, 
where he built a lucrative career as an investment banker.
Down with Saddam: Sharif Ali has played a prominent role as an INC leader and figures to see his role increase as the 
pursuit of Saddam heats up. He has often said in the past that he wants to see his organization play an instrumental role in 
the tackling of the current Iraqi regime. Unlike many others he opposes any assassination attempts, preferring instead trial 
is a war criminal for Saddam.
Long live the King: Sharif Ali has long been an advocate of US military action to overthrow the Iraqi regime. However, his 
deas for the post-Saddam government will likely set him aside from many Western governments. He has called for a return 
to a popularly elected monarch. Sharif Ali believes the role of the king should be that of a mediator. “The king should not 
be a ruler, but should be a judge. This is our program.”
Athletes tortured if they lost playing for Iraq
Reports out of Iraq have it that Uday 
Hussein, Saddam's son, would torture 
athletes who did not win or disgraced 
the country of Iraq in international 
sporting events. "Did the torture of 
those players happen?" asks Sharar 
Haydar, a longtime Iraqi soccer star 
who participated in 40 international 
matches for the national team and was 
a teammate of many of the victims. 
"Absolutely.” One time, after a friendly
[match] against Jordan in Amman that 
we lost 2-0, Uday had me and three 
teammates taken to the prison. When we 
arrived, they took off our shirts, tied our 
feet together and pulled our knees over 
a bar as we lay on our backs. Then they 
dragged us over pavement and concrete, 
pulling the skin off our backs. Then they 
pulled us through a sandpit to get sand 
in our backs. Finally, they made us climb 
a ladder and jump into a vat of raw sew­
age. They wanted to get our wounds 
infected. The next day, and for every 
day we were there, they beat our feet. 
My punishment, because I was a star 
player, was 20 [lashings] per day. I 
asked the guard how he could ever for- • 
give himself. He laughed and told me 
if he didn't do this, Uday would do it to 
him. Uday made us athletes an ex­
ample. He believed that if people saw 
he was not afraid to beat a hero, that 
they would live in greater fear."
All life is sacred. God doesn’t differ­
entiate between Americans and Middle 
Easterners. It’s unfortunate that the
Anthony Scibetta ’05
It’s unfortuate that we’re at war but 
something had to be done.
Steve Marsters ’06
I agree that it needs to be done but I hope 
it ends soon.
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Saddam appears to be alive
by Jennifer Riccardi ’03 
World Staff
President Saddam Hussein appeared 
on Iraqi television Monday evening, dis­
persing allegations that he had been in­
jured or killed in the American bombing 
raid on Iraq. The 25-minute speech he 
gave, the first since the beginning of the 
air strike last week, was aimed at stiff­
ening Iraqi defenses and predicting vic­
tory over U.S led forces.
After some American officials had 
suggested Saddam Hussein had been in­
jured or killed in the air strikes that be­
gan the war, his reappearance had the 
effect of steadying the Iraqi government 
and military forces, at least temporarily. 
Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister, Tariq 
Aziz, who reinforced the idea that the 
regime’s leadership, including Saddam, 
is all in good shape, also confirmed the 
well being of Hussein this week in a 
news conference. He added that Saddam 
Hussein is still in full control of the army 
and the country and is even telling his 
people “victory will soon be ours”.
The captivation of Saddam Hussein 
is integral to the Coalition’s political and 
military goals however; American and 
Coalition forces have and will continue 
to be met by opposition from forces dedi­
cated to Hussein and his regime. 
Baghdad is the stronghold from which 
Hussein controls his forces and for that 
reason, is America’s most pressing mili­
tary endeavor. Consequently, Hussein’s 
Republican Guard heavily defends it. 
The Republican Guard consists of thou­
sands of the best-trained and most loyal 
men in the country. It currently has many 
divisions based outside of Baghdad in a 
defensive ring around the city as well as 
some dispersed within the city itself.
The Fedayeen Saddam, a name that 
roughly translates to “men who sacrifice 
themselves for Saddam”, also protects 
Hussein. This militia has emerged in re­
cent years as among the most sinister 
forces in a repressive regime, operating 
independently of the military and devel­
oping a reputation for brutality. Hussein 
founded the Fedayeen in 1994, putting 
them under the control of his eldest son, 
Uday. It has become one of the most 
feared groups in the country, reporting 
directly to Saddam or Uday and part of 
its function is to instill fear into the Iraqi 
fighters. Major General Stanley 
McChrystal believes that “the Fedayeen 
may be preventing a number of regular 
soldiers from surrendering, giving the 
soldiers a choice of either fighting or 
being shot in the back”.
The Fedayeen would stand little 
chance in ground battles against U.S 
forces but appear to rely on guerrilla tac­
tics such as fake surrenders and am­
bushes, military specialists said. Such
Target: Saddam
Iraqi TV still broadcasting in 
Baghdad.
strikes are likely to have only a marginal 
strategic effect and U.S officials insist 
they are confident they are closing in on 
Saddam Hussein..
Sources: CNN, AP
Iraq is not as powerful as Gulf War
Bush ultimatum draws 
mixed reaction
by Peter Smith ’04
World Staff
Last Tuesday, President Bush issued 
a final ultimatum to Saddam Hussein. 
In a televised address to the nation Bush 
stated that the Iraqi leader and his two 
sons had been given 48 hours to leave 
Iraq. Failure to leave, Bush said, would 
result in military conflict. In his speech 
Bush openly criticized the United Na­
tions for not living up to its responsibili­
ties and reaffirmed America’s readiness 
to fight.
As the world braced itself for war, 
presidents and prime ministers from 
across the globe offered their final 
thoughts on the impending conflict. 
French President Jacques Chirac, who 
has vehemently refused to support mili­
tary action in the absence of a U.N. reso­
lution, showed no signs of changing his 
mind. The president responded to the 
Bush ultimatum saying, “Whether it con­
cerns the necessary disarmament of Iraq 
or the desirable change of the regime in 
this country, there is no justification for 
a unilateral decision to resort to 
force...this ultimatum challenges our 
view international relations. It puts the 
future of a people, the future of a region 
and world stability at stake.”
Hisham Yussef, a spokesman for the 
Arab League said that the Arab League 
could not accept Bush’s final warning 
citing the fact that U.N. Security Coun­
cil Resolution 1441 does not stipulate a 
timetable for disarmament. He added, 
“the world has acknowledged that Iraq 
was cooperating with U.N. weapons in­
spectors to implement this resolution.”
Prime Minister Anders Fogh
CNN 
Bush gives Saddam’s regime a 
deadline.
Rasmussen of Denmark took the oppos­
ing stance. Rasmussen blasted Saddam 
Hussein for 12 years of refusing To dis­
arm and failing to cooperate. “It is un­
acceptable to make a mockery of the in­
ternational community’s authority,” the 
Prime Minister said.
Italy’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Gianfranco Fini expressed his disap­
pointment that better strategy was not 
used: “If from the start of the Iraqi crisis 
everyone, especially at the United Na­
tions, had exerted maximum pressure on 
Saddam - something that was not always 
the case - war could have been averted.”
Sources: BBC
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Worldwide protests could not stop war
by Ben Downing ’03 
World Staff
For the better part of the past six 
months, and increasingly in recent 
months, there has been a large world­
wide movement to prevent war with Iraq, 
specifically war not sanctioned by the 
United Nations Security Council. The 
protests have not been restricted merely 
to Arabic, Muslim and non-western na­
tions. Rather, they have been both uni­
versal and global in nature, as can be 
evidenced by massive marches and ral­
lies in London and New York in mid­
February. Despite the actualization of 
war, the protests continue throughout the 
world, requiring leaders of all nations to 
acknowledge them, and tread carefully 
on the politically charged issue.
As one would expect the strongest 
and most ardent protests have come from 
the Arab world. The Saudi Arabian daily 
newspaper Ukaz made this plea to the 
UN in protest of the war, “We call upon 
the UN to intervene and stop the US- 
British aggression against Iraq... to avoid
An unidentified man and his daughter, 
their faces painted with peace signs, par­
ticipate in a march in Seville, southern 
Spain to protest the war in Iraq.
the outbreak of a world war, which will 
threaten the stability of the entire planet.” 
Al Khaleej, a daily from the United Arab 
Emirates, took this sentiment even fur­
ther when it stated that the war showed 
that, “oil is more important than human 
beings. So is changing the region's map 
at the expense of human beings and their 
rights.”
This is the colonialist policy which 
appears in every century, using the ma­
chine of killing and destruction. Protests 
and anti-war forces, as stated before, 
have not been restricted to the Arab 
world. The Stop the War Coalition in 
Great Britain has consistently organized 
protests and its continued work has 
brought some question to the legitimacy 
of Labor party Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s government.
Anti-war protestors in Great Britain 
even went so far as to attempt to use their 
bodies as a roadblock stopping a con­
signment of bombs being brought to B- 
52 bombers.
In the United States the politics of 
protests against war and for peace have 
been somewhat more complicated. Mas­
sive protests against the war, and gener­
ally anti-Bush, have been the norm in 
both New York City and Washington 
D.C. In a recent peace rally, New York 
Congressman Charles Rangel made the 
bold and telling statement that, “We sup­
port the troops, but we do not support 
the President.”
Protests of the war and Bush’s for­
eign policy have also drawn reaction­
ary protests. Rallies favoring the war and 
against those who do not support mili­
tary involvement have occurred in At­
lanta, Chicago and Lansing, Michigan, 
among other cities.
Further, members of Hollywood and 
other notables have come out on both 
sides of the issue, adding to the social 
cleavage. The proliferation of protests 
both for and against war with Iraq shows 
that leaders throughout the world will 
be held accountable for their actions and
War in Iraq
continued from page 1
Basra, though Iraqi officials dismissed 
this as a “provocative lie.”
US officials say the delay gives their 
the opportunity to plan the best attack or 
Baghdad, as well as confront Saddam’s 
most loyal followers. President Bush 
says the coalition is “making good 
progress” but that the war is “far from  
over.”
Sources: CNN, NY Times, BBC
British 105 mm howitzers fire on Iraqi 
positions in southern Iraq on Wednes­
day.
14 civilians killed, 30 wounded in 
Iraqi city
decisions by their constituencies. Addi­
tionally, it shows how a salient issue can 
mobilize peoples of all ideologies in a 
global world which is increasingly alien­
ated with regard to politics.
Economic uncertainty surrounding war
by Tim King ’04 
World Staff
War with Iraq is surrounded with un­
certainty here in the United States. It has 
been well publicized that the domestic 
economy has been faltering and is show­
ing little signs of recovery after we offi­
cially entered a recession in March of 
2001. The question now becomes 
whether the war will help the economy 
or hurt it, both in the short term and the 
long term. In the end, any finite answer 
given would be pure speculation, be­
cause this truly is a war and a time un­
like any other.
The first distinction must be that this 
is not anything like the economy around 
World War II. The war build-up at that 
time aided our nation straight out of the 
Great Depression of the 1930’s. It was 
due to the fact that a massive opening of 
military bases and factories to assist in 
the war effort lead to a large decrease in 
the unbelievably high rates of unemploy­
ment. In this case war most definitely 
helped an economy in trouble.
In 2003, our military is the strongest 
and most sophisticated in the entire 
world. There was a massive military 
build-up in the 1980’s during Ronald 
Reagan’s presidency that prepared us for 
situations like the one we are currently 
in with Iraq. There is not, however, a 
large build-up effort taking place at the 
current time. The war is believed to be 
quick, tactical and expensive, but still not 
in danger of using all our resources. 
These theories lead to one school of 
thought where the war effort itself we 
has no immediate impact on the 
economy one way or the other.
In the short term, it is important to 
watch the ebbs and flows of the stock 
market in order to get a reading on just 
how investors feel about the war. In the 
first day after the attacks began, the stock 
market opened down in the morning, 
dropping nearly 100 points after Presi­
dent Bush announced that the war effort 
may take longer than expected the pre­
vious evening. Amazingly, the Dow re­
bounded later in the day when reports 
on CNN speculated that Suddam 
Hussein might have been killed in the 
very first attack on Baghdad (leading 
investors to believe that the war would 
be over very quickly.) It is pretty clear 
that investors feel our economy does not 
need this war right now, but would per­
haps improve with a quick and decisive 
victory. Any decrease in the uncertainty 
of the future will lead to an improved 
stock market. The market is a good in­
dicator of just about everything that is 
going on at the present time in the 
economy. By noting changes here we 
may be able to see trends in the long term 
economy.
Other factors are more long term and 
involve international relationships now 
and after the conflict has ended. Involved 
with these international relationships is 
the always-volatile oil market. Currently, 
the United States produces 40 percent 
of its own oil and imports the rest 
(mainly from the Middle East). In com­
parison, Japan only produces two per­
cent of its oil.
High oil prices affect heavy industry 
sectors and people who have very little 
disposable income. Many of the under­
developed countries around the world 
who rely so heavily on the energy inten­
sive industries, and whose populations 
have very little wiggle room in their 
spending habits, are going to suffer and 
their economies weakening as a result 
with the spike in oil prices believed to 
be caused by the war with Iraq.
It is also safe to say that the United 
States does not fall into this aforemen-
President Bush, center, meets with Treasury Secretary John
Snow, (L) Commerce Secretary Donald Evans, (R) Bush is 
confronting the costs of the Iraq war in lives and dollars, claim­
ing it will cost at least $70 billion to fight in Iraq.
tioned category. In fact, oil prices will 
have very little if any effect on the 
economy in the United States. Dispos­
able income is the income that is spent 
only after all basic needs such as food, 
shelter and even education have been 
met. Therefore, if someone forgoes a 
pack of cigarettes (for example) to cover 
the extra five dollars in gas, this will not 
hurt the economy in any way. This 
money is not coming from the weekly 
food bill.
The United States also has several 
buffers against the changes in oil prices 
despite having a struggling economy. It 
is still the fastest growing of the devel­
oped countries. Energy makes up only 
one percent of our imports (lower that 
other developed nations). The US has a 
large domestic supply. Finally, the US 
dollar dominates the oil market, and the 
dollar usually does very well in times of 
crisis, leading to an increase in our own 
buying power on the open market.
Finally, and perhaps the biggest con­
cern to most analyzing the economy, is 
the possible international backlash 
against our effort in the Middle East. 
There have been threats and accusations 
made from leaders around the globe that 
they might cut ties with the United States 
for what they believe is an unnecessary 
war in Iraq. Although these statements 
may ring loudly throughout the media 
as having some meaning or merit, they 
actually mean very little. The truth of the 
matter is that many of these countries 
(for example France who has been one 
of the roadblocks to the ear campaign to 
date) need our economic support as 
much as we need theirs.’ Turning their 
back on the United States would prove 
to be economic suicide for many coun­
tries. They stand to hurt a great deal more 
than we ever could. As shown earlier, 
the U.S. need not worry greatly about 
oil, and we certainly have the ability to 
produce anything necessary if needed.
Source: CNN Money, Reuters
Yahoo
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Blair and Bush plan future for Iraq
by Elizabeth Holland ’03 
World Staff
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
America’s closest ally in the military 
campaign against Iraq, planned to meet 
with American President George W. 
Bush on March 27 at Camp David. On 
the agenda for discussion were the mili­
tary operation and its logistics in Iraq as 
well as diplomatic implications for any 
future collaboration between America 
and Europe.
Blair, who has deployed 45,000 
troops to the Persian Gulf to support 
those already sent by the United States, 
is America’s strongest European ally. 
Other members of the European Union, 
led by France and Germany, have op­
posed the war and have condemned the 
United States and Britain for proceed­
ing without United Nations authoriza­
tion.
The British government has commit­
ted £30 million to support appeals 
launched by the International Commit­
tee of the Red Cross and the International 
Federation of the Red Cross to meet hu­
manitarian needs in Iraq. This brings the 
total promised by the British government 
to United Nations agencies, nongovern­
mental organizations and the Red Cross 
Movement to £50 million. A priority 
will be the reestablishment of the United 
Nations Oil for Food Programme, which 
provides over 16 million Iraqis with 
food, water and medicine. “The inter­
national community will have to come 
together to repair Iraq from the ravages 
of Saddam's rule which has reduced his 
people to such poverty and fear,” he said.
Reconstruction of Iraq is already 
under discussion, with the United States 
likely to foot most of the bill, although 
contributions from others will be sought. 
This rebuilding will be an extremely 
pressing topic for Blair and Bush, for it 
is under serious debate in terms of the 
level of American control, United Na­
tions involvement and European influ­
ence. Similarly, fractured diplomatic re­
lations are in dire need of attention as 
French President Jacque Chirac and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair have made 
little secret of their disagreements, as has 
the United States and those leaders in 
France and Germany who publicly ex­
press their opposition.
There has been concern in Europe 
over reports that the United States in­
tends to bypass United Nations involve­
ment in the rebuilding of Iraq, setting up 
an all-American civilian administration 
and military command in Iraq, offering 
lucrative contracts to American compa­
nies and subsequently excluding Euro­
pean Union countries and interests. A 
plan to give American companies the 
first contracts to rebuild Iraq has recently 
been made public, and is a task that ex­
perts say could eventually cost between 
$25 billion to $100 billion. One of the 
first projects, according to confidential 
bidding documents, is the rebuilding of 
the harbor at Umm Qasr, an important 
shipping center. This operation would 
be the largest postwar rebuilding since 
the Marshall Plan in Europe after World 
War II and has garnered criticism from 
abroad.
Blair has tried to counter this senti­
ment in his public addresses, saying “It 
is important that whatever administra­
tion takes over in Iraq has the authority 
of the U.N. behind it. That is going to be
Hellenic Resources Network
Friends till the end: Blair has deployed 45,000 to the Persian Gulf.
important for the coalition forces, for the 
Iraqi people and for the international 
community.”
Blair said his trip's agenda would 
also include discussions of the Ameri­
can-British approach to the Middle East 
“and the Arab world more generally.” 
The prime minister has argued that the 
appearance of a less than even-handed 
approach to the Israeli-Palestinian con­
flict is costing Washington and London 
influence and credibility throughout the 
Arab world and in Europe. "I know 
people have been skeptical and cynical 
about this," Blair said, "but I am abso­
lutely determined that we take forward 
this Middle East peace process, because 
I believe it to be in the interests not just 
of the Palestinians, but of Israel, too."
In his most recent address Blair 
again expressed his deep fears that there 
was a movement in Europe, partly driven 
by anti-Americanism, that wanted to see 
the European Union and the United 
States facing each other as rivals rather 
than partners. He often describes him­
self as the bridge between a United States 
with isolationist tendencies and an Eu­
ropean Union with a strain of anti-Ameri­
canism running through it. The suspi­
cion shared by some European countries 
of a strong collaboration between the two 
is that it would be an “unequal partner­
ship.” Blair said “There is, at the end of 
this, going to have to be a discussion and, 
indeed, a reckoning about the relations 
between America and Europe."
Sources: CNN, BBC
Iraq airs footage of American POW’s
by Mike Speight ’03
World Staff
Americans were shocked by a brief 
video showing American prisoners of 
war. Five American soldiers were shown 
on Sunday morning, several of them 
were bloody and had been bandaged. 
Iraqi soldiers were heard on the video 
questioning the soldiers. The video was 
released by the Arabic news channel Al­
jazeera. American news networks 
stopped airing the video because it con­
tained images of the bodies of several 
American soldiers. It is unclear if they 
were killed in action or not, but some 
appeared that they had been shot be­
tween the eyes. It is a war crime to ex­
ecute prisoners of war. American sol­
diers serving in Iraq and Kuwait were 
especially upset and disgusted by the 
images.
The soldiers were all members of the 
507th Maintenance Company, which is 
based in Fort Bliss, Texas. The soldiers 
were apparently in a supply convoy 
which got lost and drove into Iraqi lines 
around the city of Nasiriyah. They were 
ambushed by Iraqi fedayee, which are 
irregular militia loyal to Saddam 
Hussein. Seven or eight members of the 
same unit are still missing. They may 
be the soldiers shown in the video. The 
soldiers captured are Sergeant James 
Riley, 31, Specialist Shoshanna Johnson, 
30, Specialist Edgar Hernandez, 21, Spe­
cialist Joseph Hudson, 24, and Private 
First Class Patrick Miller, 23.
The video proved to be disturbing to 
the soldiers’ comrades and families. 
“We’ve never gone through a day like 
this before, never had this kind of a trag­
edy,” remarked Lieutenant Colonel An­
drew Lambert of Fort Bliss. The pris­
oners came on what was the worst day 
of the war so far. In addition to those 
soldiers who were captured or killed in 
the convoy, nine Marines were killed 
when their vehicle was hit by a rocket 
propelled grenade.
Several of the soldier’s families saw 
the video on television before the Pen­
tagon officially notified them of their 
capture. President Bush and others from 
his administration criticized Iraq for 
making the video. It is a violation of the 
Geneva Convention, which Iraq is a sig­
natory of, to video POWs for purposes 
of humiliation and propaganda. Presi­
dent Bush demanded that the Iraqis treat 
the POS “humanely, just like we’ll treat 
any Iraqi prisoners.” The Iraqi ambas­
sador to Russia has indicated that they 
will treat all POWS according to the 
Geneva Convention. Iraq repatriated all 
of the POWS it captured in the 1991 Gulf 
War.
Two more Americans were captured 
on Monday when their AH-64D Apache 
from the l/227th Aviation Battalion, 1st 
Cavalry Division, was shot down dur­
ing an attack on the Republican Guard 
positions around Baghdad. Iraq released 
video of militia posing on and around 
on upright Apache helicopter. It is not 
known exactly how the helicopter was 
shot down, but others in the same attack 
faced heavy small arms and anti-aircraft 
fire from Iraqis. The crew of the Apache, 
Chief Warrant Officer Ronald D. Young, 
Jr., 26, and Chief Warrant Officer David 
S. Williams, 30, were captured. A video 
was released showing the two being 
questioned by the Iraqis. In contrast to 
the soldiers from the convoy, both men 
appeared to be uninjured. The capture 
of Americans so soon in the war, which 
seemed to be going so well for the United 
States, surprised many Americans and 
indicated that this war may not proceed 
as easy as expected.
Sources: Washington Post
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AMERICA AT WAR
Patriotic dissent opens door for democracy
by Mike Raia ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor
For the second time in my 19 years, 
our country is battling Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraqi dictatorship. Previously, I have 
come out against this war and those in 
, power who are 
PROTESTS waging it.
 Embracing a 
democracy that guarantees the freedom 
of speech, I will continue to speak out 
against this unjust war. I remain steadfast 
in my earlier accusations that this war is 
an unprovoked sequel to Persian Gulf I 
and has failed to meet any criteria for a 
just war. However, while I will continue 
to hold these views, I support the troops 
and want them to return safely—NOW.
I share this sentiment with a large 
group of Americans, but in the views of 
many, we are unpatriotic and engaged 
in a war of words against American 
troops.
Last Wednesday, the day war 
commenced, a group of Providence 
College students walked in prayer across 
campus in hope of peace. While the 
gathering was billed as a vigil and not a 
protest, some students carried signs 
broadcasting their anti-war views. Most, 
though, adopted respectful slogans such 
as, “Support Our Troops—Bring Them 
Home” and “If You Want Peace, Work 
for Justice.”
I can understand that any 
demonstration, whether a subdued 
prayer vigil or a loud rally, could 
frustrate supporters of the conflict in 
Iraq, especially those with family and 
friends serving in the military. But, calls 
of “Bush Rules” and “Hey, Hey! Ho, Ho! 
Towelheads have got to go!,” shouted 
from the third floor of Aquinas at a 
peaceful candlelight vigil outside St.
Irish celebration besmirches tradition
by Juliette Paul ’05
Commentary Staff
While troops our age hang rosaries 
around their necks in Kuwait City, 
Providence College students start 
drunken food fights in the cafeteria in 
honor of the patron 
saint of Ireland’s 
feast day.
STUDENT
LIFE
One day some students stand poised 
with heated political opinions about 
what the United States “could have/
should have” done, and that same night 
they are all about debauchery and “en­
joying college life while they can.” One 
day they are praying bent over the pews 
in St. Dominic Chapel, and the next 
night they are bent over random curbs 
outside Pat’s Pub in honor of St. Patrick.
The issue has nothing to do with the 
ethics of partying for all those who are 
nervous that I’m rapidly climbing the 
pedestal of self-righteousness (If you 
want to obliterate yourself, by all means 
do it, but do not bother calling it in honor 
of St. Anybody’s Day). The issue is re­
ally an all-pervading show of a lack of 
intelligence and respect. Those Ameri­
cans who act like experts on the situa­
tion in Iraq and simultaneously do not 
have the intelligence to admit they are 
really American, not Irish, do not have 
the right to wear “those who wish they
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
Students participate in vigil for peace on Wednesday, March 19. Students 
gathered in front of Moore Hall before partaking in a silent walk around 
campus to the grotto in front of St. Dominic Chapel.
Dominic Chapel is more condescending 
and demeaning than a heartfelt desire for 
peace.
The label of the “unpatriotic 
protester,” though, is regrettably 
grounded in some truth. Over spring 
break, more than 70,000 people gathered 
in Washington, D.C. for a day of protest 
and non-violence. The vast majority took 
the pilgrimage to the National Mall 
carrying signs supporting a democratic 
legacy. Many in attendance were United 
States veterans who served their time in 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and Gulf
I. However, the mood was spoiled at the 
sight of several American flags hung 
upside-down and protesters holding 
signs with the words “[expletive deleted] 
America.” These individuals work 
against their own intentions by providing 
are Irish” pins while disgracing Ireland’s 
national holiday by making it another 
excuse to drink. Those who believe we 
have the responsibility to respect Iraqi 
life and do not exhibit even the simplest 
form of respect within the bounds of 
their own homeland are not only con­
tradictory, but embarrassing.
I would hope the PC students who in 
10 years will be representing the masses
"---------------------------
No one really goes out and gets 
drunk. We don’t wear green or 
drink green beer. To tamper 
with Guinness is a sacrilege.
Patrick Guidera ’05
---------------------------------- "
in political office and prescribing medi­
cine to young children would be digni­
fied enough not to pre-plan an event like 
“Ray-sted” in honor of a religious holi­
day. These people stand out and poorly 
represent the student body. How can stu­
dents gain respect for their presence in 
the world if they treat the woman who 
dresses up as a turkey to make them feel 
more at home on “Thanksgiving Din­
ner Night” like less of a person?
What do the true Irish men and 
women sitting in Ray really think about 
fuel to those calling peace advocates un- 
American.
The majority of dissenting peace 
advocates, though, do not resent 
American society.
By demonstrating, protesters embody 
the freedoms of a democratic society. 
The nonconforming opinions held by the 
demonstrators in New York City, 
Kennedy Plaza, and Providence College 
(and the millions gathering at 
demonstrations around the world) give 
a forum of democratic debate. Without 
a voice of dissent, government becomes 
a tyrannical despot of totalitarian order. 
Democracy relies on the voice of the 
people—even if that voice opposes the 
policy of our elected leaders.
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100 green t-shirts and shamrock face 
stickers? (It was interesting to note that 
not one of them decided to wear a funky 
green belt on March 17.) They told me 
“Patrick’s Day” is a fast day in Ireland. 
Everyone attends a two hour Mass in the 
morning where they receive shamrocks 
to pin on their shoulders. In the after­
noon, there are parades and a hurling 
game “bigger than the Super Bowl.” 
“No one really goes out and gets drunk. 
It’s a family day,” Irish-born student 
Patrick Guidera ’05 said. “We definitely 
don’t wear green. We definitely don’t 
drink green beer. To tamper with 
Guinness is a sacrilege.”
“College students will be college stu­
dents,” you say? The excuse is given 
by those who cannot come to terms with 
the fact that their behavior at 21 years 
does in fact count in the scheme of life. 
Now or later, moral dispensation from 
respecting the honor of people in this 
country or in another will not exist.
We pray for peace but we refuse to 
foster it at home. No one is hurt by 
“good clean fun” until negligence be­
comes nonchalant and indecency embar­
rassing. Let’s set our minds to the young 
soldiers from our hometowns longing 
for their mothers before we “enjoy the 
college years” or inadvertently spit on 
another nation.
Anti-war 
argument lost 
in hypocrisy
by John McHugh ’03 
Commentary Staff
Disclaimer for impending necessary 
arrogance: For the duration of this 
article I will be ignoring the existence 
of you radically outspoken self- 
 important members 
U.S. AT WAR of the anti-war 
movement who 
happen to be so because you either: a) 
like to hear yourself talk and think that 
demonstrations are fun social events and 
places to be seen, or b) heard from 
Carson Daly, Jennifer Lopez, or___(fill-
in-the-blank with a voice of today’s 
youth) that President Bush is a jerk. Go 
back to watching Temptation Island and 
voting for contestants on American Idol 
and let the grown-ups talk. You are the 
reason why Saddam Hussein is outfitting 
his troops in exact matches of American 
and British fatigues so that he can show 
them murdering his own people, 
(including women and children) on TV 
in order to sway your opinion. He knows 
that your minds are weak enough that 
you are capable of extending your “anti­
war” position to the point that it is 
inevitably “pro-Saddam.”
My quibble is with those of you who 
are serious about being anti-war because 
I think that my words may be able to get 
through on some intellectual level, 
despite the fact that some of them contain 
more than a few syllables and are not 
written in crayon. (Those of you in the 
first category may choose to pay 
attention if you wish, but do so at your 
own risk).
For your own sakes, I ask that you 
establish a concrete, definitive reason for 
your position. The options include, “War 
is always wrong” (which of course forces 
you to say that we should have let Hitler 
wipe out the Jews), “the American 
government’s opinion of Saddam 
Hussein is inherently incorrect” (which 
forces you to deny the truth of his past 
foreign policy record, his penchant for 
torture, the fact that he arranged for the 
assassination of a president of the United 
States, and the potential threat he poses 
for the entire world if he is able to 
develop weapons of mass destruction), 
“the United Nations is a sham and its 
resolutions are merely ceremonial” 
(which forces you to say that its laws do 
not even have to be enforced, let alone 
respected), or “there are other ways to 
resolve this problem besides war.”
As far as I can see, the last position is 
the only viable one, but it leaves the 
burden of proof on you to explain how 
such an unbelievably cruel man like 
Saddam Hussein can be reasoned with 
or trusted to discontinue both his illegal 
weapons development and his track­
record of ruthless aggression. If you can 
do so, I urge you to get on the phone 
with the president right now because 
something as terrible as war should 
always be avoided.
The most popular anti-war positions 
that I can see, however, do not coincide 
with any of the above. There is an
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Tangents and Tirades
The United States is at war. The economy is still in a 
recession. Tangents is here for you, though. Take a 
break from the real news and check out our short takes 
on the big (and small) issues.
Courses left for last semester Did the recent appearance of course registration 
booklets leave any other juniors a bit queasy? The thought that I have just two 
more semesters to take all those courses I want to take and have not had time to yet, 
combined with the reality that I have just two semesters left of my college career is 
more than a little dizzying. While I am not inclined to set up numerous schedules 
as I have done in the past with the thought that if I ignore the quickly approaching 
future it will just go away, that white registration booklet serves as a reality principle 
sitting innocently on my book shelf. Wasn’t Banner supposed to eliminate the need 
for those?! —Stephanie Pietros ’04
Liberation of American liberties, too The United States is currently engaged in 
a war with Iraq. President Bush markets this war as a “liberation” of Iraq and a 
means to an end resulting in democracy and added freedoms for Saddam’s subjects. 
But the liberties Mr. Bush is hoping to give to Iraqis are the same liberties his 
administration is blocking from those in the States. Resident-aliens, most from Arab 
countries, have been detained without charges for upwards of a year. Americans 
with dissenting views on Iraq are pushed aside as a simple “focus-groups.” Patriot 
Act I and Patriot Act II—need I say more about John Ashcroft’s 1984 handbook? 
Operation Iraqi Freedom? The president is barricading us from our own freedom to 
hide the unjust nature of the Administration’s war on Iraq. — Mike Raia ’05
Welcome to your final destination When a plane is in the process of landing 
and/or taking off, why are you in such a radically more dangerous situation if your 
seat back is not in its full and upright locked position? I guess the tray-table could 
smack you on the knee or something but why do they insist on making you as 
uncomfortable as possible when the plane lands? The damn chairs only recline 
about an inch anyway, which is just enough to be a tease. You get close enough to 
“comfortable” to be reminded of what it feels like, but you’re left just far away 
enough from “comfortable” that you can’t possibly make it all the way there. And 
how do the stewardesses even notice that individual chairs are reclined? Is there a 
sensor somewhere? And to make matters worse, the whole time that they’re scolding 
you for having your seat reclined, they’re strutting around the cabin, free as birds. 
Who, I ask, is in the more unsafe position, the renegade seat recliners or the 
stewardesses (wait a sec, isn’t it supposed to be “stewardi”?) running around on 
foot? How unfair is that? Man, it’s things like this that make me hate flying. 
—John McHugh ’03
Reality TV: IRAQ The 24-hour news stations, such as CNN, FOXNews, and 
MSNBC have brought.sensationalism to an entirely new level. If CNN’s creation 
of an entire news program to focus on the minute-by-minute changes in the conflict 
with Iraq over the past few months, aptly titled “Showdown with Iraq,” was not 
enough for the hysteria-loving public, they can now watch every bomb dropped on 
Baghdad, along with all of the Iraqi anti-aircraft fire. This dramatization of the 
struggle in Iraq, however, makes the war appear less real to many Americans, and 
pretty much abandons all journalistic integrity for these news stations.
—Caitlin Ford ’05
We sure like the beer A wise friend of mine pointed out this weekend that 
Providence College seems a little conflicted in its enforcement of Lenten Restrictions 
on campus. While there is no meat to be had on campus during Fridays in Lent, 
McPhail’s continues to serve alcohol on weekends, allowing students to continue 
their Bacchan revelries throughout this supposedly subdued period. While there is 
no specific tradition requiring abstinence from alcohol during Lent, the fact is that 
you are never supposed to drink to excess, something Providence College students 
are very good at without the help of an on-campus bar. The choice of whether or 
not to drink during Lent is left to the students and their consciences: a true sacrifice 
that is not permitted students by Lenten Restrictions in the cafeteria. No surprise, 
seeing how little our consciences are slowing us down at the bars.
—Erin Simmeth ’03
Another Raia Tangent Why are clubs forced to have their posters stamped by 
the S.A.I.L. Office before posting them at kiosks around campus. Is the College so 
scared of controversy that they must see every student posting? S.A.I.L., take a 
walk around any other college campus and admire the abundance of smart, 
provacative postings. There is no place for grade-school censorship at a college. 
—Mike Raia ’05
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Peace Movement:
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Furthermore, most protestors have 
advocated the other fundamental strains 
of American society. Chants that call for 
increased funding for education, 
healthcare, and jobs showcase their 
concern for domestic issues. By 
focusing on these fundamental 
problems, the protesters are urging the 
same government that many accuse 
them to be enemies of to responsibly 
provide for its citizens. These are not 
the cries of a “focus group” intent on 
uprooting a rich democratic history. 
Rather, it is a voice in defense of the 
very democratic threads which 
President Bush hopes to sew into the 
post-Saddam Iraqi society.
After the first bombs fell on Iraq last 
Wednesday, the voice of dissent was 
lowered but not silenced. Many left the 
anti-war/pro-peace “focus groups” and 
joined the American masses that 
support the troops and the President. 
Others battled with themselves over
their feelings—“If I support the troops 
don’t I have to also support the war?” 
Times like these call for a period of 
questioning and self-doubt.
However, many still lend a strong, 
loud voice to the call for peace. Before 
pushing thi§ voice aside as merely 
“static-y noise of unpatriotic 
peaceniks,” realize that the marches on 
Washington and New York City, the 
rallies at Brown, and the vigils at PC 
are not anti-troop/anit-American rituals.
Instead, look at our American flags, 
listen to the messages of a democratic 
society, and accept the demonstrations 
as a vocal call to bring our troops home 
safely.
I will, in future issues, continue to 
voice this sentiment of patriotic dissent. 
While I will adamantly voice my 
abhorring disappointment in President 
Bush’s contempt for the United Nations 
and his tunnel-visioned push for war, I 
will praise the bravery of the American 
troops following orders in Iraq.
I’m not against the soldiers—I’m 
against the war.
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Letters to the Editor
Thought-provoking misguidance Jesuits miss point of Catholic thought
Sophomore Mike Raia’s continuing 
commentary on the obstacles inhibiting 
the rapprochement of the Catholic 
Church and contemporary culture is, 
besides being informative and 
courageously candid, highly illustrative 
in a way that I hope hasn’t failed to catch 
the attention of his readers. The 
university has long been a microcosm 
of contemporary society, insofar as the 
seat of higher education has often been 
a stimulus and locus of ideas of no small 
consequence, both owing deference to 
the academic acumen and ardent desire 
for truth that students are the harbingers 
of. Catholics, wholly committed to this 
world as well as the next, have many 
times found themselves perplexed by 
and even at odds with the world despite 
their dedication to man and his 
fulfillment.
This is especially the case today, 
when around the world and in our 
religious and temporal communities, 
man’s own dignity is grossly affronted 
in ways that stem from various 
ideological and political currents of 
thought. Abortion, euthanasia, and the 
continued impoverishment of man are 
examples that are not so far removed 
from everyday life. Ideas have 
consequences. Ideas are the ferment of 
the university. As reasonable men and 
women, Catholic or not, we must not fail 
to distinguish between our pursuit of the 
truth, which is asymptotic in character, 
and truth, which is not. As Catholics, 
we must acknowledge a deposit of truth, 
the fruit of Revelation expressed fully 
in the person of Jesus Christ, that binds 
us ever more to the cause of truth and 
man’s destiny.
Stand up against “stupid” stereotype
I would like to commend Sasha Gillin 
on her March 6 commentary regarding 
American indifference. She is open- 
minded and correct in saying that the 
ways in which some leaders and citizens 
refer to other countries in the manner that 
they do contributes to negative feelings 
towards Americans. Studying abroad 
myself at the moment, I have also come 
to a similar conclusion—the reason “no 
one likes us” is primarily due to the 
comments we make about other
Academic honor hides bad teaching
I have devoted the past 45 years to a 
study of teaching and learning from 
Early Childhood to Graduate School. I 
have discovered that absolutes are rare— 
but perhaps the following come close:
1. If the stakes are high and the pressure 
punitive, most learners will cheat, if 
given the opportunity.
2. There is an inverse relationship 
between the skill of the teacher and the 
level taught. Sadly, some of our worst 
teachers reside in the thin atmosphere of 
college or graduate classrooms.
Online Poll Results
Poll for the 3/6 issue: “Do you think open discussion 
should be a central component of PC theology classes?”
Yes, healthy discussion will give an alternate voice to 
required texts and standard lectures.
A university, and so much more a 
Dominican university, must be ever 
pursuant of and committed to the truth. 
The positive elements of contemporary 
culture must never be ignored in 
inevitable and desired confrontation 
between the Church, which is the 
community of believers united in Christ, 
and contemporary culture. However, the 
cause of truth (veritas) can never be 
compromised in any such 
rapprochement, but must be upheld as 
liberating to man who is fundamentally 
oriented toward the truth. Otherwise, a 
pronounced assault upon the integrity of 
man is committed in the compromise of 
truth. That is why any reasonable man, 
particularly a Catholic and even a 
Catholic campus, cannot stand idly when 
governments charged with protecting the 
dignity of man permit the crime of 
abortion.
On this point I think Mr. Raia is 
gravely mistaken. This is an 
unacceptable compromise and cannot be 
advocated by anyone in pursuit of the 
truth. There is a legitimate plurality of 
methods at arriving at the truth, but let 
that not be mistaken for a plurality of 
truths. It would be a mistaken 
assumption to associate Catholicism 
with an absence of critical-mindedness. 
I hope this is not Mr. Raia’s intention. 
That which is the Dominican motto must 
be found embodied in the mission of 
Providence College, its philosophy, 
curriculum, and the lives of the students 
and faculty. Mr. Raia’s article on the 
distinction between Jesuit and 
Dominican higher education may be 
illustrative of this point, but for the sake 
of the Jesuits, let’s hope not.
Dylan Corbett ’04
countries and our motivation for doing 
so. Just as the news we hear at home is 
biased, so too is the news abroad and 
most of the time its against us. All 
Americans may not be saying negative 
things, but that’s the way it seems 
abroad. Regardless of opinions on the 
war, isn’t it time we stand up for 
ourselves in the respect department? 
Respect the world and maybe they will 
respect us too.
Catherine Burke ’04
3. Good teachers (any level) do not 
ambush students with off-the-wall test 
items; rather, test areas fairly reflect class 
emphasis.
4. Poor teachers see testing as a tactical 
game, or a revenge device.
Now—in light of the above, what is 
a “code” but window dressing for poor 
teaching?
Dr. James J. McLarney ’56 
Arizona School Superintendent, Ret.
I was very interested in sophomore 
Mike Raia’s discussion of Dominican 
versus Jesuit education. I also note that 
he was Jesuitically formed at Gonzaga 
in his embrace of the possibility of a 
“doubting faith.” It is obvious that they 
did their work well, as he sees no conflict 
between his embrace of “abortion rights” 
and the Church’s quaint approach to life 
issues. I say the times are so confused
Speaking strictly, PCACI was great
Whoever wrote the March 6 PCACI 
review is obviously tone deaf. Special 
Guest’s songs were not “mediocre,” and 
“disorganization” was not “a theme 
throughout Strictly Speaking’s 
performance.”
All of the groups who performed at 
PCACI were there to entertain—and 
entertain they did! The energy, passion, 
and talent projected from all of the 
groups was amazing. I, and everyone 
else, was impressed by the amount of 
talent in the room. McPhail’s remained 
packed from beginning to end; the time 
there was fun and well spent.
Strictly Speaking tore the house down 
with their creative and refreshing 
performances. Senior Kristen 
MacGregor’s moving tribute 
“Everybody Hurts” was indeed vocally 
impressive! There were a few tears in 
the audience—including that of my 
mother who attended PCACI. You don’t 
get a reaction like that if you sound like 
Milli Vanilli when you sing.
You’re young—drink beer, have fun
Let me begin by stating that I am a 
1991 graduate of PC, and you know what 
we drank a lot 12 years ago too! We 
were riduculed by Nancy Palmascaiano, 
called spoiled, ungrateful, animals, and 
worse. I can attest, I lived at 59 Eaton 
St—a regular offender of those evil “keg 
parties.”
Like it or not, drinking a few beers 
on the weekend is part of the college 
experience. In fact, it’s part of growing 
up.
Support your troops even if you oppose war
I applaud the efforts of the young 
students making others aware of 
alternatives to war and trying to spread 
the message of peace. As American 
citizens, the students have every right to 
express their feelings about a possible 
war, but do sometimes forget who 
protects these rights. Many men and 
women have died protecting our right to 
free speech and sometimes they are 
forgotten.
As a former PC student (Class of 
1999) and as an officer currently in the 
military, I ask of the students that they 
think of those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. I 
volunteered to be stationed in Kuwait 
seven months ago, knowing that 
tensions grew great with Iraq. I look 
around everyday and see many different 
types of people from all backgrounds of 
life here working for a common goal. 
From 18 years of age to 50+, these 
Americans are willing to sacrifice for 
God and country, just to preserve the life 
now that one well educated at “the Jesuit 
High School in Washington,” can not 
only privately hold these beliefs but 
trumpet them in a Dominican-sponsored 
newspaper. Mr. Raia fails to see that his 
commentary cuts the throat of his own 
argument. Like most victims of Jesuit 
education, he understands everything but 
the obvious.
Dan LaHood L.M.C.
“Heaven,” complete with glow sticks 
and lead by Holly Morin ’03, was great! 
With Steve Szymczak ’03 doing his hip 
techno dance in the background, how 
could you not enjoy yourself? When 
Steve teamed up with newcomer 
Brandon Seals ’04 to sing “Everything 
You Want,” they hit the notes so well, I 
actually thought they performed better 
than when Vertical Horizon performed 
in Alumni Hall.
I think that we all need to remember 
that not only does it take talent to_get 
out there and sing your heart out, it takes 
guts. So, thank you, Strictly Speaking, 
Special Guest, and Anaclastic for being 
brave enough to share your talented gifts 
of song, spirit, and dance with the PC 
community. I truly look forward to your 
next performance.
On a final note, the writer of that 
article may want to try out for a judge’s 
spot on American Idol—I hear Simon is 
leaving.
Cristy Raposo ’03
Unfortunately, there are those who 
overextend themselves and cause too 
much trouble and bring attention to their 
school. You know what, those people 
won’t change even when they’re 35, 
instead they’ll lose their jobs! Have fun 
at PC but remember, respect the school.
I say drink a beer, have fun, and enjoy. 
Soon you will be old with a family and 
responsibilities.
Tom O’Brien ’91 
San Fransisco, CA
we live in the United States. Without 
these men and women the rights you 
posses as Americans would be obsolete. 
Is it really a right that you have or is it a 
privilege? I feel it is a privilege and not 
a right, and I thank God for this every 
day.
So the next time you see a soldier, 
veteran, police officer, fireman, 
volunteer worker and ROTC student, 
thank them for preserving your 
privileges and letting you live the way 
you want to live. There are several 
Providence College alumni over here 
with me, I have bumped into a few 
myself, and I know they would 
appreciate your support. You may be 
anti-war, and I know you’re not anti- 
American so please do not be anti-soldier 
and remember the soldier past and 
present.
Cpt. Christopher Anastasia ’99 
QM, C-4 Supply and Service Ops 
U.S. Army, Kuwait
Yes, but the College has a responsibility to teach basic 
Catholic doctrine before opening the room for discussion.
No, theology is the academic voice of God and cannot be 
questioned.
Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “Do you support the war with 
Iraq?”
We want to hear what you have to say.
Apply to Commentary.
Applications in Slavin 104 
(across from McPhail’s)
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No mandate from people to justify war
WHITEHOUSE.GOV
President George W. Bush meets with his cabinet in July 2002. Bush won the 
Electorial College in 2000 but failed to win the popular vote.
Even after a full manual recount was 
done in three of the four disputed 
counties (Miami-Dade County stopped 
theirs abruptly) the certified vote count 
given by Florida Secretary of State 
Katherine Harris did not include Palm 
Beach County, whose recount went a 
mere two hours over the deadline Harris 
had set. Though this count did declare 
Bush the winner of the state of Florida, 
it was obviously not inclusive. Besides 
the recounted votes of Palm Beach, 
hundreds of thousands of ballots that 
were marked invalid when read by 
machine were left uncounted. An 
apparent sway towards Bush by the 
Republican state government in Florida, 
led by the candidate’s own brother, was 
in effect.
Reexamining the terms under which 
George W. Bush was elected brings, once 
again, not only the authority of his 
actions in the Middle East into question, 
but also that of his entire presidency. If 
a president is elected by only a quarter 
of the nation’s registered voters, as Bush 
was, his time in office is far from being 
mandated by those voters, and he cannot 
then assume that the people he is leading 
necessarily support any of his policies. 
The protests against war in Iraq across 
the nation, which the administration has 
ignored, are a testament to this very fact.
One has to wonder, then, where 
America would be if the decision in 
Florida had gone the other way, and if 
the conservative U.S. Supreme Court 
had not ruled to end all hand recounts. 
Although Al Gore is certainly not a 
savior for the country, had he won the 
election in 2000 we almost certainly 
would not be involved in a conflict in 
Iraq, especially not without UN support. 
Furthermore, Gore probably would have 
done more to continue Bill Clinton’s 
work in attempting to resolve the conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians, 
which although part of Bush’s plan, has. 
not seen much peal action under the 
current administration.
While the 2000 Presidential Election 
debacle was, at the time, one of the most 
debated issues in politics and worldwide 
was one of the United States’ most 
embarrassing moments—for many the 
demise of what appeared to be the perfect 
democracy—it has long since been 
forgotten. However, the validity of our 
president during a time of war is critical 
to the judgment and support of the 
citizens it involves. Why very few 
people have thought to look back at 
Bush’s election is beyond 
comprehension. Maybe, as Danny 
Schechter pointed out when discussing 
his documentary of the catastrophe in 
Florida, Counting on Democracy, it is 
because Americans live in the present, 
with no reference to historical lessons. 
Hopefully, however, this issue will not 
be able to be ignored for much longer, 
and the legitimacy of our current 
president along with all of his actions 
will come under close scrutiny.
War leaves many questions unanswered
by Stephanie Pietros ’04 
Commentary Staff
With the beginning of war this past 
week in Iraq, many people are unsure 
whether to join the supporters of 
President Bush or those who are taking 
to the streets to
QUESTIONS protest. The reason 
OF WAR for those hovering 
between these two 
stances is perhaps the moral ambiguity 
of the United States’ actions in Iraq, as 
evidenced by the numerous questions 
they raise.
Which is more morally reprehensible: 
going to war, or not going to war and 
allowing Saddam Hussein to become 
perhaps an even greater threat to the 
Middle East and the world at large? 
What exactly is the intended goal of 
coalition forces in Iraq? For months we 
were told that our goal was to disarm Iraq 
due to their unlawful possession of 
weapons of mass destruction. However, 
now that forces are actually in Iraq, their 
aim has suddenly changed to focus more 
on ousting Hussein and his government 
than finding weapons. And what about 
those unspoken motives, namely our 
economic interests in Middle Eastern 
oil? How much do they factor into the 
president’s push for military action over 
the continued diplomacy that was the 
favored course of most of the members 
of the United Nations? And, perhaps 
most relevantly to all those who, like 
myself, do not wholeheartedly support 
an either pro-war or anti-war sentiment, 
how can one question the current 
situation without being deemed 
apathetic?
At the heart of what underlies the 
internal debate over the war I am 
constantly undergoing, a debate which I 
do not think is entirely unique, is the 
question of the justification of war. Is 
war ever justified? Would it be more 
morally reprehensible to allow Saddam 
Hussein to continue in power given the 
history of his atrocities against even his 
own people than to go to war? The 
government has told the public that all 
diplomatic means to resolve the problem 
with Iraq were exhausted, thus making 
war the unfortunate, yet inevitable end. 
Is this true? Did the United States not 
take several diplomatic missteps which 
alienated them from allies in the United 
Nations Security Council? Did these 
missteps result in the necessity of war, 
but not because war is inevitable in itself, 
only because we ourselves made it an 
inevitable end?
If this is indeed the case, that the 
actions (or rather mistakes) of the United 
States resulted in the necessity of going 
to war, then are we truly justified? It 
would seem to me that we are not, but 
that the alternative of simply leaving 
Saddam Hussein in power is not exactly 
comforting either. Is there no other way 
of disarming/ousting him from power, 
or does not going to war equate to 
passivity and inaction? If the United 
States had more emphatic support in this 
aim from the rest of the United Nations 
in the first place, would this alone have 
been sufficient to pressure Hussein into 
complying without having to go to war?
Following from this overall question 
of the justification for going to war is 
the issue of our aim. Do we want 
disarmament from Iraq or do we want a 
regime change? It seems that 
somewhere in the process of our 
miserably failed diplomatic efforts 
involving the United Nations Security 
Council, our objective changed. Or, 
perhaps, the fullness of our objective was 
revealed. We started by focusing on 
disarmament and now seem more intent 
on a regime change. Or did Hussein’s 
refusal to disarm result in our 
government’s decision to push for a 
regime change? This issue of objective 
seems to still remain largely unclear. 
Media reports of the target of coalition 
forces’ attacks, both by air and land, 
seem to be focused on centers of Iraqi 
governmental power, thus indicating our 
purpose is a regime change. I have yet 
to hear of the discovery of Hussein’s 
purported stash of weapons of mass 
destruction. I do not deny that they may 
very well exist, but I raise the issue of 
their seeming lack of exposure in order 
to illumine the ambiguity of our purpose 
in Iraq.
Aside from the explicated and more 
high-minded purposes that- have been 
revealed by the government and in public 
discourse, do we have more self-serving, 
economic purposes for this war? Would 
not ousting Hussein and effecting a 
regime change, no doubt with a 
government that behaves favorably with 
regards to American interests, also 
motivate an administration that is being 
plagued by the poor economy? If the 
president and the government were 
indeed partly inclined towards military
America at war: 
continued from page 13 
isolationist feeling that America should 
not be meddling in other nations’ affairs 
and that we are the aggressor in this 
situation. Well, the fact of the matter 
is that we are the aggressor in this 
situation. It is our job to be the 
aggressor in this situation. We all like 
to talk about America’s “global 
responsibility,” which I believe is valid 
because, as the most powerful country 
in the world, we have a responsibility 
to assist other nations and help maintain 
some kind of global order.
But the same people who supported 
the Clinton Administration’s 
humanitarian efforts in Somalia and 
Eastern Europe are often the same 
people who vehemently disapprove of 
our committal of troops to Iraq. Why 
should this be considered more 
“meddlesome” than previous foreign 
policies? Because it will take more 
work? Wasn’t our help to the Somalis 
an implicit act of aggression against a 
sovereign regime that we believed to 
be unjust? Isn’t Saddam Hussein’s 
record of gross human rights violations 
alone enough to justify some foreign 
intervention? Are we supposed to give 
up our responsibility in the Middle East 
solely because our actions there may 
action over diplomacy because of such 
self-serving ends, are they still justified 
in going to war?
It seems as though the questions 
raised by the war continue endlessly in 
this circular manner. The truth is, though 
I do my best to educate myself, no newly 
acquired knowledge has been able to 
extricate me from this moral ambiguity. 
And yet, I would vehemently argue that 
I am not apathetic, although I seem 
doomed to passivity because of my 
doubts. I have yet to be swayed by the 
earnest arguments of those who, unlike 
myself, are not plagued with a morally 
ambiguous outlook. How is this to be 
overcome?
be inherently distasteful to us and 
require a sacrifice?
There are also members of the anti­
war movement who feel that we are in 
no place to pass judgment on the Iraqi 
“government” (translation: the Hussein 
Crime Family). This is the type of 
moral relativism that makes me sick. 
If this is your position, than I am calling 
you out. You are a coward, not because 
you are against the war, but because you 
are afraid to make a decision. There is 
a distinction between Good and Evil 
and I applaud President Bush for 
making it. Hopefully, he will prove to 
be correct.
If you have thought this through and 
have decided to be against the war, than 
I commend your concern and your 
interest. Even if you have somehow 
come to this conclusion because you 
feel that Saddam represents the Good 
and America represents the Evil, I at 
least applaud your committal to a 
decision.
All I ask is that you do not be 
intellectually lazy. It is extremely easy 
to be “against” something as terrible as 
war. (Who isn’t?) But at least give 
Bush’s position enough thought to think 
of a reason why and give your own 
position enough thought to be able to 
defend it.
by Caitlin Ford ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor
As the United States military 
continues to attack Iraq, closing in on 
that country’s capital, it seems that the 
nation has forgotten that this war is being
waged by a very 
likely illegitimate 
president. The 
2000 election was
WAR AND
ELECTION
one of the most disputed in-American 
history, and it was the Supreme Court 
that ultimately decided the result. 
George W. Bush was not elected by a 
majority of the registered voters of the 
United States, arguably the most 
politically educated sector of the country, 
and most of these people did not elect a 
war either. However, because the media 
accepted George W. Bush as president, 
the people did too, and the question of 
his validity has not been revisited, 
despite the current situation.
The presidential election in 2000 was 
extremely close in “battleground” states 
such as Wyoming, New Mexico, Iowa, 
Oregon, and Florida. Although the rest 
of these states did declare a winner, the 
votes remained too ambiguous for the 
decision to be clear, and Florida state law 
demanded a recount because of the 
miniscule difference between the 
candidates: 327 votes of nearly 6 million 
cast, a mere .005 percent. This led to a 
long, protracted battle between the 
Democratic and Republican parties as to 
how a recount should be done, in what 
counties it should take place, and how 
many votes should be recounted.
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Picks 
of the 
Week
by Dan Burgoyne ’03
Circulations Manager
Movie
Blackhawk Down
By Mark Bowden
The Mighty Mighty Bosstones: Live 
from the Middle East
The Mighty Mighty Bosstones
Big Mama’s House
Steve Martin's latest movie, Bringing Down the House, 
gets risque with cross-cultural comedies with a little 
help from Chicago's Queen Latifah
Ocean -s Eleven
Directed by Steven Soderbergh
In typical blockbuster form, this 
film was surrounded by much hype 
when it was released. George 
Clooney, Brad Pitt, and Julia Roberts 
star in this film about a Las Vegas 
heist. Unlike many others, though, 
this film actually lived up to the hype. 
If you’re looking for a fun action 
movie with romance, mystery, and 
excellent characters, buy this movie. 
You can watch it over and over and 
not get sick of it.
Music
I’ve had this CD in my car for 
weeks, and I just can’t get it out. The 
Bosstones are just a fun band, and 
this live performance encapsulates 
that spirit. This group isn’t out there 
to try and save the world. They just 
want to play ska and have fun. Their 
songs are about everything from 
getting a speeding ticket, to sharing 
their hometown of Boston with a 
bunch of college kids. If you ever get 
a chance to see this band, they are 
worth your time. If not, pick up this 
CD instead.
Book
A book that carries greater weight 
given the current war with Iraq, 
Blackhawk Down is a true-to-life 
account of a climactic two days of 
American involvement in Somalia 
during the Clinton Administration. 
This book, which later became a 
feature film, derives its excellence 
from the accuracy with which urban 
warfare is depicted.
MOVIE 
REVIEW 
by Stephanie Smith ’06 
A&E Staff
Bringing Down the House looks like 
it would be a dumb movie. It plays on 
the cliched “fish out of water” idea, 
throwing Steve Martin, the 
quintessential white 
everyman, into the 
world of modern
African American culture via a tangle 
with Queen Latifah. However, it turns 
out the movie isn’t half bad. It focuses 
more on Martin’s overcoming his 
workaholic tendencies, rather than 
exploiting his obvious culture shock 
when he meets Latifah’s character. 
Bringing Down the House tries to teach 
its audience that we all need to loosen 
up.
Steve Martin plays Peter Sanderson, 
an overworked tax attorney whose life 
of privilege is not luxurious, but rather 
leads him to be incredibly uptight. After 
he and his wife divorce, Peter finds an 
online chat-buddy who is also a lawyer 
and invites her over for dinner. 
Unbeknownst to him at the time, this 
other lawyer is not a lawyer at all, but 
rather Latifah’s character, Charlene, who 
is, ironically, in jail. When Charlene 
arrives at Peter’s house, he tries to throw 
her out, but she explains that she was 
framed for a crime and needs his legal 
advice. He hesitates at first, but once 
Charlene threatens to make his life a 
living hell, he gives in and helps her to 
clear her name. Of course, he’s only 
convinced that it would be prudent to 
help her after she stands in his front yard 
and yells “you know it’s your baby!!” for 
all his super-conservative neighbors to 
hear. Peter actually tracks down 
Charlene’s old boyfriend in an inner city 
club, and risks getting killed just to find 
out if Charlene was framed for armed 
robbery. Although seemingly unlikely, a 
strong friendship develops between the 
two as the film progresses.
Steve Martin plays the perfect 
uptight, inflexible white man. He adds 
details like not being able to dance, and 
the sporadic incorrect usage of words 
like “dawg” and “homey.” It is especially 
great when he exclaims, “Girlfriend! 
What is up?” into his cell phone. 
Although the idea is predictable, Martin 
pulls it off seamlessly. His performance 
is very natural: when his daughter has 
to be picked up from a rowdy party, the 
audience sees his paternal side shine a 
la Father of the Bride. He plays a 
“normal” guy perfectly because, well, he 
is a normal guy.
Queen Latifah, as Charlene, handles 
the responsibility of being the “shock” 
in the film really well. She never goes 
overboard with her remarks, but instead 
gives just enough to be entertaining and 
show the harsh differences between her 
character’s life and that of Peter. 
Although she learned everything she 
knows from the “’hood,” she is never so 
harsh that the audience loses sympathy 
for her. And when she and Peter’s ex­
wife’s wretchedly rude and 
condescending sister have a rumble in 
the country club’s bathroom, we cannot 
help but root for Charlene.
Director Adam Shankman does an 
excellent job of creating the perfect scene 
for a culture clash. The sets are well 
presented: the Sandersons’ house is 
beautifully ornate and has state of the art 
kitchen appliances, for example. He adds 
all the little details of a typical upper­
class-white house, and creates a very 
convincing homestead for Peter and his 
kids. At the same time, the underground 
hangout where Peter confronts 
Charlene’s ex-boyfriend is as authentic, 
with secret rooms and a perfectly 
selected soundtrack. And again, nothing
Touchstone
Culture shock: Bringing Down the House's Queen Latifah hands out a dose 
of reality (above), and Steve Martin gets down...almost (below).
is overdone; Shankman was obviously 
trying to keep the movie from being 
cheesy, which could have happened very 
easily if not for his precise control.
Most of the jokes in the movie focus 
around the obvious cultural differences 
between Charlene and Peter. Peter’s 
coworkers and neighbors are not exactly 
pleased that he has been hanging around 
a loud and attention-demanding black 
woman. When she shows up at Peter’s 
country club, he makes her pretend that 
she is the kids’ nanny, so as to be socially 
acceptable among his colleagues. He 
even makes Charlene wear a uniform 
and cook for the family when one of his 
clients comes to the house. Although this 
is strikingly politically incorrect and very 
harsh, somehow Martin’s loveable 
character holds our loyalty and we are 
not made to be too uncomfortable with 
the obvious racial stereotypes. And, in 
the end, Charlene helps Peter overcome 
his prejudicial tendencies and all is well.
Bringing Down the House could have 
been a bad movie, but it is not. The 
phenomenal acting of Steve Martin and 
Queen Latifah hold it together, while 
little jokes like a dog named William 
Shakespeare top if off. Although it does 
not do anything innovative with the “fish 
out of water” theme, it does not abuse it
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either. It does not try to be politically 
correct, but at the same time is not so 
shocking that the audience feels 
completely uncomfortable. Bringing 
Down the House is a pleasant surprise. 
GRADE: B+
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Urban Elements
PC’s hip-hop takeover
Hip-hop invades the campus as BMSA and BOP bring 
a little bit of diversity to a typical PC weekend
NORA CASSIDY 05/The Cowl
Gone till November?-. BMSA’s 
Underground Takeover show and 
BOP’s Wyclef concert (pictured) left 
PC students wanting more.
Clef. Luckily, the performance fell some­
where in between. Wyclef busted onto 
the stage a little after 9:15, sporting a 
throwback Oscar Robertson jersey and 
fronting a full band and a DJ. The theme 
of the night seemed to be “Sex, Drugs, 
and Rock & Roll,” as Wyclef brought 
some girls up on stage, paid homage to 
marijuana, and even rocked a few songs 
that showed off his guitar skills. Clef 
played classic songs like 
“Guantanamera” and “Gone ‘til Novem­
ber” and even covered House of Pain’s 
“Jump Around” and Petey Pablo’s 
“Raise Up”. He protested the war with 
Iraq before “Ready or Not” and told the 
crowd that “George Bush needs to smoke 
some marijuana” on the weed-smoking 
jam “Something About Mary.” The cli­
max of the night came during Clef’s per­
formance of “Perfect Gentleman” as he 
invited three of PC’s finest women up 
on stage so they could flash the crowd 
with their well-endowed jewels. Surpris­
ingly (and I know this may sound 
strange), Wyclef’s performance was ae­
on a quality show. “Our message was to 
show that hip-hop isn’t all about bling­
bling,” Tylea Richard ’04, vice president 
of the society, said. “I think we got our 
point across.”
After a little time spent in the under­
ground, it was time to come back up on 
Saturday night to check out Wyclef Jean 
at Club Peterson. Honestly, I was a little 
anxious all day whether I would see the 
“Fugees/Carnival” Clef, or if I would be 
subjected to the “Ecleftic/Masquerade”
tually really good. Who said Wyclef is 
nothing without Lauryn Hill?
So for one weekend, after a lengthy 
drought, it was good to get in touch with 
hip-hop in its purest form. Hopefully we 
all can do it again someday soon. 
GRADE: A
by Joe Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff
It wasn’t Louie’s. It wasn’t Brad’s. It 
wasn’t Primetime. It wasn’t even one of
CAMPUS
MUSIC
 those speakeasies 
down on Oakland or 
Pembroke. The
place to be last weekend was, 
surprisingly, on campus. Thanks to BOP 
and the African American Society, 
Providence College’s hip-hop 
aficionados were treated to two nights 
of quality entertainment without taking 
one step off campus. The African 
American Society’s production of Un­
derground Takeover: Reclaim the Mic, 
showcasing local hip-hop acts on Friday 
night, and the Wyclef Jean concert put 
on by BOP at Peterson on Saturday, 
shined light on two different extremes 
of what hip-hop has to offer. It was sort 
of like celebrating Christmas and 
Hanukkah on back-to-back nights—
Our message was to show 
that hip-hop isn’t all about 
bling-bling. I think we got 
our point across.
Tvlea Richard ’04
musically, that is.
Before getting to the shows, I think 
we all can agree that a strong hip-hop 
presence has been lacking here on cam­
pus for a while. Sure, you can hear the 
new 50 Cent album tremble through the 
walls as you walk down any hall on cam­
pus, and you are undoubtedly served the 
latest hits at any of the local watering 
holes. There are definitely plenty of rap 
fans here at PC. But do you ever really 
experience hip-hop live and in the flesh? 
I didn’t think so. The closest we usually 
get is a drunken kid named MC Nabass 
trying to rap at 2 in the morning. Luck­
ily, this past weekend provided some 
well-needed live hip-hop relief that ca 
tered to everyone’s tastes.
Personally, I got a true taste of hip­
hop early Friday night even before the 
Underground Takeover began. During 
the Friday night festivities in Aquinas 
Hall, my room quickly transformed from 
a saloon into a rap showcase as rapper 
Know It All from the group J-Walker, 
an up and coming band out of Avon, 
Conn., set my room ablaze as he ripped 
a series of ill freestyles. (Looking back 
on it now, Know It All’s freestyles were 
even better than the ones that Wyclef 
tried to bust on Saturday night). And with 
that, hip-hop’s invasion of PC over the 
weekend
truly started.
As I stumbled down to ’64 Hall later 
that night, I wasn’t sure what to expect 
from the Underground Takeover. Yet 
once I arrived, one word summed up the 
night: DIVERSITY. From the acts to the 
crowd to the talent, everything was di­
versified. A crowd of about 300 people, 
wearing everything from throwback jer­
seys to Abercrombie sweaters, jammed 
into the hall to witness some of the best 
(and worst) local acts from Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts. The acts, ranging 
from dance teams to DJ’s to spoken word 
poets, included Off the Curb, Flavor 
Unit, Jiggy and Majest, and Busted Fro. 
The steady balance of performers pro­
vided a sense of continuity throughout 
the night, held together by DJ breaks 
between the acts. Despite some sub par 
acts, the African American Society put
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Award to the wise
OSCAR
EDITORIAL
"Why do you come to the Academy . 
Awards when the world is in such 
turmoil? Because art 
is important,” said 
Nicole Kidman in 
her acceptance speech for Best Actress 
at Sunday's 75th Academy Awards. 
Whether or not that statement is true is 
hard to tell. While the Oscars did provide 
entertaining moments, it was hard to 
forget about the war and even the most 
established artists couldn’t keep political 
statements out of their acceptance 
speeches. In all, the Oscars only 
projected a plethora of mixed messages 
upon its audience.
The Oscars have had a long history 
of mixing the political with the pleasure. 
Take Marlon Brando’s 1973 Best Actor 
win for The Godfather, for example. 
Brando refused to accept the award for 
the reason that the U.S., especially 
Hollywood, were discriminating against 
Native Americans. In his place, an Indian 
woman named Sacheen Littlefeather 
accepted the award, who was later found 
to be Maria Cruz, a lesser known soft­
core porn actress. Brando’s statement 
was received like most of Oscar’s 
political messages of the past—most of 
the audience simply didn’t know what 
to say.
And what can we say? Even though 
movie stars consistently use their 
platform for political opinions, how 
many people really care? Barbra 
Streisand is one of the leading 
contributors of the Democratic Party. But 
does anyone really take what she says to 
heart? When Alec Baldwin said he’d 
leave the country if Bush were elected, 
did anyone hold him to it?
So entering the awards this year, it 
was hard to know just what to expect. 
As Steve Martin said in his opening 
monologue, the audience was mixed 
with “democrats and...skinny people.” 
A mostly liberal crowd, one would 
expect tons of liberal statements. But the 
show’s executives presented a seemingly
opposite stance. This would be a 
conservative award show. The Academy 
even tried to soften the glitz, worried that 
it would be distasteful to watch 
celebrities posing for photographers in 
the early days of war. This meant no red 
carpet (and thankfully, no Joan and 
Melissa Rivers). But inside, was the 
show any tamer?
It seemed the Oscars wanted the best 
of both worlds: all the glamour in the 
appearance of a toned down show. And 
that’s not where the mixed messages 
stopped. Adrien Brody drew a standing 
ovation, appealing for peace and the safe 
return of American soldiers. “Whether 
you believe in Allah or God, may he 
watch over you, and pray for a peaceful 
and swift resolution to this war,” he said. 
But Michael Moore wasn’t so well 
received.
Accepting his Best Documentary 
Oscar for Bowling for Columbine, 
Moore made sure the audience knew his 
opinions on President Bush. With the 
four other nominees in his category 
behind him, he reminded the audience 
why he won his Oscar to begin with: “We 
like nonfiction, and we live in fictitious 
times.” Dispersed applause was drowned 
by an echo of boos throughout the 
auditorium, covering Moore’s “we are 
against this war” speech with 
unimpressed celebrities. Did they forget 
why they gave Moore' the Oscar 
anyway? Did they see Bowling for 
Columbine?
The Oscars’ confusing attitude 
towards just what would fly may have 
been, a reflection of our nation’s torn 
opinions. But the Oscars should have 
taken a stance and gone with it. If you 
are going to continue the Awards, and 
say you’re going to cut down op the 
glamour, then do it. Make the stars dress 
down. If you are going to make it about 
art and entertainment, like Kidman 
stressed, then go all the way..I’ll be the 
first to admit the only reason I was 
against the war was because I heard the 
Oscars might be cancelled. But looking 
back at the night, I think we could have 
done without the telecast. Sure, I wanted 
to know who won. But not even Adrien 
Brody’s or Nicole Kidman’s “pro-peace, 
pro-entertainment” speeches made me 
buy into the Oscars. Nobody was able 
to justify the existence of these awards 
during this time.
That’s not to say that just because we 
are in war, we should cut off all 
entertainment. I’ll be watching 
American Idol and ER until Saddam 
waves the white flag. But the difference 
here is that Boat Trip isn’t making any 
anti-war statements. The Bachelor isn’t 
encouraging the troops. The cast 
members from The Real World: Las 
Oscars
Vegas aren’t telling people in the 
confessional that “we live in a world with 
fictitious elections results and a fictitious 
president.” Movies and television can 
make statements, but there’s a time and 
a place. The Academy Awards just 
simply isn’t the time. So when Chris 
Cooper, who won his Best Supporting 
Actor Oscar for his role in Adaptation, 
added at the end of his speech, “In light 
of all the troubles in this world, I wish 
us peace,” I couldn’t help but roll my 
eyes. Great Chris. I’m glad you wish for 
peace. So do the rest of us. Now shut up 
and thank your mom.
Entertainment is meant to be 
entertaining. The biggest problem with 
this year’s Oscars was just that—they 
weren’t entertaining. Sure there were the 
highlights, like Catherine Zeta-Jones and 
Queen Latifah’s performance of “I Move 
On,” from the Chicago performance. But 
the Oscars were crowded with confusion 
and mixed messages. The presenters and 
receivers should have followed leads set 
by Colin Farrell and Susan Sarandon, 
who both limited their political 
statements to wearing one of the 
competing peace pins, either a circular 
peace symbol or a tiny sculpture of a 
dove. Make your statement by not 
compromising the entertainment. Save 
the mixed messages for the girls I try to 
date.
And the Oscar goes to... who?!?!?
by Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Editor
For all it’s worth, this year’s Oscars 
made some history. It’s the first time a
OSCAR 
RECAP 
rap song has ever 
won an Academy 
Award, for one 
(Eminem’s “Lose Yourself’). It’s also the 
first time in a long time a highly 
nominated film like Gangs of New York 
(10 nominations) was completely shut 
out. Most of the major categories 
dropped the ball. And here’s why:
Best Picture:
Oscar has a tradition in this category of 
nominating four big, mainstream films 
and one smaller, unknown film. This 
year, that unknown was The Pianist. But 
with the strength of films like Far From 
Heaven, One Hour Photo, and Igby Goes 
Down, the Academy could have placed 
more unfamiliar pictures in this category. 
Lets be honest—no matter how much we 
enjoyed guessing, Chicago was the clear 
favorite winner from the beginning. And 
it’s not just because Rob Marshall’s gem 
is a powerful, entertaining, well-made 
picture. Stronger nominees like About 
Schmidt, Catch Me If You Can, or Road 
to Perdition could have made this 
category really something to sweat over. 
But we know how this song ended. 
Who Won: Chicago.
Who Should Have Won: Chicago.
Best Actress:
The Oscars continuously give awards to 
the right actors for the wrong movies. 
Look at Russell Crowe—won for 
Gladiator, should have won for The 
Insider or- A Beautiful Mind. So this year, 
when I saw Nicole Kidman pick up her 
statue for her role in The Hours, I was 
so happy that she finally won for Moulin 
Rouge!. While she was strong in The 
Hours, Kidman simply couldn’t compare 
to Renee Zellweger, who carried 
Chicago by giving heart to her role as 
Roxie Hart. Now all Zellweger has to 
do is make another popular film in which 
she plays a sub-par leading role and I’m 
sure she’ll get her Oscar.
Who Won: Nicole Kidman.
Who Should Have Won: Zellweger.
Best Actor:
Where was Daniel Day-Lewis? He 
should have won. He’s a well-liked actor, 
he was the best thing about Gangs of 
New York, he’s been gone for five years 
so this was his big “comeback” film. 
Why didn’t the Academy give him a 
statue? He fits the formula so perfectly. 
What the heck? The only thing I can 
think is maybe he split the vote with Jack 
Nicholson, leaving Adrien Brody the 
perfect opportunity to sweep in and take 
the gold?
Who Won: Adrien Brody.
Who Should Have Won: Day-Lewis.
Best Supporting Actress:
Queen Latifah and Kathy Bates both 
could have been tossed out of this 
category this year for Susan Sarandon, 
in either Igby Goes Down or Moonlight 
Mile, and Connie Nelsen in One Hour 
Photo. Both actresses would have been 
better candidates, making this a five-way 
race. Instead, we were left with Meryl 
Streep, Julianne Moore, and Catherine 
Zeta-Jones. Streep’s been nominated 
plenty times in the past. And Zeta-Jones, 
although amazing in Chicago, couldn’t 
compare to Zellweger. So why didn’t 
Moore, who put in two heart-wrenching 
performances in Far From Heaven and 
The Hours, walk off with this award? Is 
this another case of splitting the vote? 
Who Won: Catherine Zeta-Jones 
Who Should Have Won: Moore. .
Best Supporting Actor:
Can we please give Ed Harris an Oscar? 
He’s been nominated four times already 
and hasn’t won. Give Harris his overdue 
Oscar for Apollo 13, The Truman Show, 
and Pollock. Just get the man a statue. 
Paul Newman—you were my second 
choice. John C. Reilly—it was too soon 
for you. Even though you were great in 
Chicago, Gangs of New York, The 
Hours, and The Good Girl, Hollywood 
still can’t get over the fact that you were 
in Never Been Kissed. Walken—just host 
SNL and do another Fatboy Slim video,
And all that jazz: Richards accepts 
Chicago’s Best Picture Oscar.
and all will be well. And Chris Cooper-- 
I can’t believe your performance was 
better than any of the other guys in this 
category, so give your Oscar back please. 
Who Won: Chris Cooper.
Who Should Have Won: Ed Harris.
Best Director:
Roman Polanski, a three-time past 
nominee, just beat out five-time nominee 
Martin Scorsese. I still don’t know what 
to say about this. Scorsese is considered 
one of the best American filmmakers 
around. Polanski can’t even come into 
America because he was convicted of 
statutory rape and exiled himself. Could 
Marshall and Scorsese once again split 
the vote? Or do Academy voters just 
have a short-term memory when it 
comes to criminal records?
Who Won: Roman Polanski.
Who Should Have Won: Scorsese.
Line
by Dave Quinn '04
A&E Editor
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Facing the music
Underground and off the radar, musicians are speaking 
out against the war in Iraq, but is anybody listening ?
by Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor
March 2, 2003, The Washington 
Times published a story called “Polis 
show U.S. prefers silent stars,” which
included data from 
polls conducted by 
Fox News and
ANTI-WAR
MUSICIANS
CNN/Gallup regarding actors and 
musicians speaking out on political 
issues. The Fox News poll indicated that 
68% of the 900 registered American 
voters questioned “wished [celebrities] 
would ‘keep their opinions to 
themselves,’” whereas 87% of the 
“1,003 adults” polled by CNN said that 
their opinions “[were not] swayed by 
outspoken celebrities.”
At this point, any self-respecting 
music geeks and protesters should be 
asking themselves, “If the people aren’t 
listening, are musicians even going to 
bother writing protest songs and 
communicating dissent?”
The answer is yes, although not 
always in the most evident of ways. 
Since the Bush Administration 
announced its intention to escalate 
military presence and begin the current 
war in Iraq, a number of pop music 
heavy-hitters have answered the call, 
speaking out not only from the recording 
booth, but also from the concert stage, 
the awards ceremony soapbox, and the 
frontlines of political organization.
Def Jam Records mogul and Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network co-founder 
Russell Simmons responded to 
American-sponsored war efforts by 
assembling a who’s who of like-minded 
artists to form Musicians United to Win 
Without War, a political action group that 
joins a diverse group of platinum sellers 
and critical darlings who share the 
common belief that the war in Iraq is 
“wrong, absurd, and dangerous to all our 
futures.” Involved artists include rappers 
Jay-Z, Nas, Mos Def, Outkast, Missy 
Elliott, and Busta Rhymes, pop rock 
darling Sheryl Crow (whose “No War” 
guitar strap caused a minor stir at this 
year’s Grammy Awards), punk rock 
legends Lou Reed (of the Velvet 
Underground) and David Byrne (of the 
Talking Heads), Sonic Youth, Fugazi, 
and the Grandmaster of Interplanetary 
Funk himself, George Clinton, as well 
as a host of others.
Now testify. Former Rage Against the Machine frontman Zack de la Rocha 
(above) is one of many artists making his voice of dissent heard.
The combined sales of the above 
artists alone, without including any of 
the 56 other artists and groups 
comprising Musicians United to Win 
Without War, easily tops 60 million 
records, and that doesn’t bring into 
consideration all the records that 
Simmons sold as owner of Def Jam. 
Even the group’s minor sellers (Reed, 
Byrne, Sonic Youth, and Fugazi) have 
had an immeasurable influence both on 
fellow musicians and on fans over the 
last 25-plus years. It seems to me that 
to summarily dismiss the opinions of 
artists of that influential a commercial 
and intellectual nature, regardless of poll 
data, is to vastly underestimate the power 
and impact of popular music on its 
listeners.
But maybe rappers, punks, and Dr. 
Funkenstein aren’t your particular brand 
of vodka. Maybe you prefer something 
a little more “four on the floor,” 
something that’ll let you get your hands 
dirty. Maybe ... The Boss? On one 
particularly meaningful stop on his 
current tour in support of multi-platinum 
Grammy winner The Rising, Bruce 
Springsteen altered his set list, choosing 
not to open with the album’s crowd­
pleasing title track. Instead, he opened 
with a passionate cover of Edwin Starr’s 
protest song “War.” The tour stop was 
Austin, Texas, the state capital and 
former home of former Texas Governor 
and President of the United States 
George W. Bush. Several days earlier, 
Springsteen introduced the classic “Born 
in the U.S.A.,” a tale of a Vietnam 
veteran once completely misinterpreted 
and damn near ruined by the Reagan 
campaign, by saying, “I hope there’s a 
peaceful solution to the situation in 
Iraq...get our troops home safely...I wrote 
this in 1983 about the Vietnam War. I 
don’t want to have to write it again.” If 
you’re going to tell me that Bruce 
Springsteen doesn’t have an impact on 
his listeners, I suggest you go back and 
take a look at the footage from his 
performance at the Concert for New York 
City and watch the glazed-over look on 
the faces of all the enthralled cops, 
firemen, and just plain fans.
What’s that, you say? Political 
organization and statements from the 
stage aren’t doing it for you? You’d 
rather hear actual protest songs? Well, 
it ain’t exactly Bob Dylan, Phil Ochs, 
and Buffy Sainte-Marie, but recent 
weeks have seen an escalation in anti­
war anthems cropping up online. The 
Beastie Boys, R.E.M., Zack de la Rocha 
(formerly of Rage Against the Machine), 
Green Day’s Billie Joe Armstrong, John 
Mellencamp, Madonna, and a host of 
other, lesser-known artists have all 
recorded protest songs, releasing them 
online through their websites, giving 
their file-sharing fans first crack. If you 
haven’t heard these tracks yet and are 
wondering why, perhaps you should call 
the local Clear Channel station in your 
area and request them. Chances are your 
request will be denied, however, as the 
media giant has cast its metaphorical 
ballot, making the dubious choice of 
sponsoring mass pro-military gatherings 
under the collective heading of “Rally 
for America” in Atlanta, Cleveland, San 
Antonio, Cincinnati, and other cities, and 
in the process raising a number of 
questions about objectivity in media, the 
manufacturing of news, and- the 
legitimacy of the powerful 
conglomerate.
If the recent swell of protest music is 
any indication, there’s more on the way, 
and if the fact that mainstream radio isn’t 
playing it foreshadows anything, then the 
youth of America, the ones who in the 
past have responded to similar screeds 
of freedom and power of the people, are 
going to have to go to the Internet to find 
it. Somehow, it seems quite fitting that 
to find music protesting a war that is 
dominating our mainstream media 
outlets, you’ll have to go under the radar, 
where most of the good—and true—stuff 
usually is in the first place.
Want to represent your 
class in Congress?
Run in the class elections to 
be held on April 10th
Nominations begin Tuesday, 
April 1 st in Congress Office 
at 9:30 a.m.
Pick up your nomination form!
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Fresh bread
Wayland Street’s hot spot serves up 
warm treats, right out of the oven
Daily Bread
201 Wayland Street 
331-1800 
www.ri-dailybread.com
What, are you really supposed to eat 
bread every day? Isn’t that going to mess 
with the all-important Atkins diet? 
Though the indie Daily Bread staff 
probably couldn’t fight Dr. Atkins, 
they’d at least give him a run for his 
money if they fed him their product. 
With many varieties of bread and three 
locations in which to find it (Wayland 
Square, Broadway, and Westminster 
Street), the bakery does an excellent job 
of keeping its promise of fresh bread 
every day. And when it’s not fresh, it’s 
good for something too, since the stores 
sell the previous day’s product at half- 
price.
Atmosphere: Walking into a restaurant 
and hearing Weezer’s Pinkerton is 
always a good sign. That said, Daily 
Bread is a cool place. It has wooden 
tables and chairs for eating with friends 
or spreading out your work, while bigger 
cushioned chairs inhabit window areas 
for reading and having a snack. Framed 
artwork decorates the more secluded part 
of the seating area, and these are also 
available for purchase. A big picture 
window looks out on Wayland Street and 
the tables outside, though a strange 
arrangement of twigs and Christmas 
lights attempt to enhance this view from 
the inside. Baskets filled with bread 
clutter the ordering area, which is a little 
disorganized but not difficult to navigate. 
A nice touch is the basket of newspapers 
in a corner so patrons can read recycled 
copies of the day’s issues.
Selection: If you’re taking food to go, 
Daily Bread offers a variety of rolls, 
loaves of bread, and whole coffeecakes 
like a fruit-filled blueberry and raspberry 
cake. Meals in the restaurant consist of 
sandwiches, soups and salads. These 
range from specific sandwiches on the 
menu to creating your own from a variety 
of meats (the usual: turkey, roast beef, 
salami, chicken salad, etc), cheeses 
(Monterey Jack, provolone, mozzarella), 
vegetables (including cucumbers, 
roasted red peppers, bell peppers, 
tomatoes) and additions like basil or 
Dijon mustard. The defining moment 
in your sandwich choice is the bread. 
With choices spanning across ryes, 
baguettes, sourdough, multigrain, and 
others, you may need to take some time 
to review and select from your options. 
Still hungry after the sandwich? Desserts 
include muffins and croissants, and they 
look delicious.
Quality: As the restaurant’s name may 
have implied, the bread is the highlight 
of the sandwich here. The Federal Hill 
combines salami, capricola, proscuitto, 
lettuce, tomato, provolone and Balsamic 
vinaigrette, which is a huge number of 
ingredients at the start. Add them onto a 
huge chunk of Italian baguette and you 
have a good, though difficult to eat,
MEGAN GAFFNEY '03fThe Cowl
Bringing 
sanwiches 
back to the 
basics-. Daily 
Bread’s 
streetside 
location (top) 
and cozy 
interior (right) 
make it a 
lunch favorite.
sandwich. Though there is only a thin 
layer of each meat involved, there is 
enough variety to make the final product 
filling enough. Combining your own 
sandwich can also yield delicious results, 
like a mix roast beef, Monterey Jack, 
green bell peppers, and red wine 
vinaigrette on fresh sourdough bread. 
Amounts of sandwich meat or cheese 
aren’t huge, but the quality is good: the 
peppers are fresh and the meat isn’t 
scarily marbled with fat. The “cookie 
surprise” that comes with a meal is only 
surprising because it’s unexpectedly 
stale, though their Snickerdoodles have 
excellent potential to be delicious when 
fresh. Pasta salad isn’t very exciting 
either. It’s in a small amount and a little 
too chewy.
Service: Counter service is your main 
interaction with employees at Daily 
Bread, but they are friendly and patient 
as you try to assemble the perfect 
sandwich. Once you order, you can sit 
at a table and wait for someone to bring 
your food to you. They also seem to 
move throughout the store cleaning 
things up, so they play a good part in 
keeping the restaurant clean.
Affordability: Daily Bread has average 
deli prices: $3 and change for half a 
sandwjch and $5.55 for a whole one. 
The sandwich comes as a meal with your 
choice of sides: a big variety of chips, a 
cup of soup, pasta salad, or the “cookie 
surprise.” Desserts like croissants are 
around $1.50, and prices for cakes and 
breads to take home seem reasonable as 
well, especially if you take advantage of 
the day-old half-price basket’s offerings.
Overall: There isn’t something that sets 
Daily Bread apart from other good­
quality bakery/delis, but it’s an appealing 
place to hang out, eat lunch, and maybe 
even get some work done. The fun 
Wayland Square area is another big 
drawing point, since it’s a nice change 
from other areas of Providence. Though 
their selection is limited mostly to 
sandwiches for dine-in meals, Daily 
Bread is a good place to go if that’s all 
you’re looking to eat.
GRADE: B+
Gaelic Society & BOP present:
IRISH FEST
Friday March 28 
Doors open @ 7pm
FREE admission
Food, Vendors, 
Dancers, Bagpipe Band 
BLACK 47
Beer Garden w/ proper I.D.
BRAND NAME CLOTHES AT CHEAP PRICES!
5% off with Student ID
American Vintage
145 Douglas Ave.
Next to Stickfingers 
(401)273-9994
Looking for a place that has an eclectic range of fashion 
at cheap prices? Look no further! 
American Vintage is the place for you. American 
Vintage specializes in denim, vintage style and today s 
brand name clothes.
$3 sweaters
Leather jackets for $20 
Military scrubs 
and much more!
Taste
of
theTown
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Trinity’s own Blarney Stone
The Irish modern farce Stones in His Pockets covers Hollywood
movie-making and the nations that lie prostrate in its wake
by Erin Woulfe ’03
A&E Staff
Stop me if you’ve heard this 
one. Money laden Hollywood 
film crew descends upon some 
poor unsuspecting town, 
wreaking havoc 
on the locals, 
sending the star
THEATER
REVIEW
struck into a tailspin, and the 
end product is set to portray 
both the town and its people in 
a less than favorable light? The 
movie State and Main by David 
Mamet is one such example. 
Trinity Repertory’s current 
production of Marie Jones’ 
Stones in His Pockets is an 
excellent version of another.
State and Main called for a star 
studded cast of characters 
bringing them all to quiet rural 
Vermont, in contrast, Stones is 
set in quiet and rural Ireland and 
all 16 of its characters, male and 
female, are played by two men, 
Fred Sullivan Jr. and Stephen 
Thorne.
Why only two actors and not 
a whole cast of characters? Can 
a two man stage show pull off 
the illusion of a whole Irish 
town, including those 
Hollywood invaders? In a 
word, absolutely. Stones in His 
Pockets, directed by Trinity’s 
Brian McEleney, is the story of 
two Irish men, Charlie and Jake, 
cast as extras in a movie being 
filmed on location in their own 
backyards. They’re looking for 
something greater than the pubs 
and neighboring farms which 
are beginning to let them down. 
Stones is also about Hollywood 
and those in it who are gambling 
with success, and its also about 
Ireland, it’s traditions, customs 
and the opportunities it can and 
cannot afford its people.
In the duration of the two- 
hour performance, Sullivan and 
Thorne are picture perfect in 
each and every character that 
they portray. Their range of 
performances is impressive. 
They never change costumes 
and a great deal of their 
characterization is physical in 
nature. Dialect and accents vary 
from character to character, and 
both men shift from one to the 
other without ever missing a 
syllable. A simple set of glasses, 
or a marked change in 
physicality was all that the 
audience needed to understand 
which character was being 
portrayed.
Simply staged on a wooden 
platform with various wooden 
boxes for set pieces, the theater 
along with the audience 
becomes part of the show. The 
front two rows have been 
removed and replaced with card 
tables to simulate a pub. 
Guinness is sold at a small bar 
off the side of the stage before 
the show to set an Irish 
atmosphere. Sullivan and
Trinity Rep.
Irish eyes are smiling: Fred Sullivan Jr. (above) plays one of 
the many characters in Marie Jones' Stones in His Poockets.
Thome use this front area as part 
of their stage as well. The 
audience becomes patrons at the 
bar, mourners at a funeral, and 
extras in “The Quiet Valley,” 
extras that can’t seem to ever get 
a scene right on the first take.
McEleney is masterful at 
creating this entirely different 
world in sparse surroundings 
and with minimal numbers of 
actors. His choices of staging, 
utilizing the whole of Trinity’s 
intimate Dowling Theater, 
including the aisles, seats and 
lobby access, allow the actors 
to completely fill the space 
using only their two dynamic 
personalities. His choice to 
incorporate the audience into 
the world of the play, not only 
stresses the importance that an 
audience has on a piece of film 
or theater, but also allows one 
to forget that only two actors are 
performing an extensive 
repertoire of roles.
All the characters possess 
endearing qualities and Charlie 
and Jake are the two that draw 
the audience in the most. 
However, Fred Sullivan Jr.’s 
performance of Caroline and 
Stephen Thorne’s performance 
of Mickey are both extremely 
humorous and at points very 
touching. Caroline Giovanni, as 
the star of “The Quiet Valley,” 
does everything in her power, 
including dallying with the 
locals, to get her Irish Brogue 
as authentic as possible. While 
Sullivan never dons a dress to 
fill the role, his mannerisms, 
voice and physicality are 
indicative of a woman, and 
surprisingly convincing. 
Thorne’s Mickey is an elderly 
man, and the only living extra 
left from the John Wayne/ 
Maureen O’Hara film The Quiet 
Man. As a professional Irish 
film extra, Mickey survives.
Both funny and poignant, 
Stones requires us to question 
what we find entertaining and 
remember who might have been 
exploited along the way. It 
allows us to see both the beauty 
and the necessity of a land and- 
the dreams and frustrations of 
its people. Not everything is as 
idealistic as it is in the movies. 
Sometimes even the cows need 
replacing because they aren’t 
Irish enough. One of the best 
offerings from Trinity Rep.’s 
season so far this year, Brian 
McEleney has expertly directed 
a simple story, coupled with an 
extremely complicated 
performance and yet the whole 
event runs seamlessly and 
effectively from the first jig to 
the very last bow. Stones runs 
through April 6.
GRADE: A+
Dad. c. 1969
Now that you’re graduating, 
don’t make the same mistakes 
your parents made.
Looking for firsthand advice on all the things 
your parents never taught you - like how to 
land a job you’ll actually enjoy, manage your 
money, find the best city for grads like you, 
and travel the world on the cheap? Visit our 
online edition and check out the new and 
improved GradZone.
Visit
www.thecowl.com/gradzone
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Salt Water Heart
Girls gone wild: four friends 
take on the Idaho wilderness
Portfolio brings you a special edition pass-around, written by members of The Cowl Editorial Board
PASS ]
AROUND |
(Joan) Karen and her three 
roommates had been anxiously awaiting 
spring break for months. All they could 
think about was 
tanning on the beaches 
of Cancun while
hitting on really drunk, tan, obnoxious 
guys with shell necklaces and gelled hair. 
However, the day of departure brought 
all their dreams to a halt. Their first bad 
omen was boarding the plane, which was 
a four- seater—not the commercial turbo 
jet on which they expected to travel. Oh 
well, they thought, maybe Delta had 
reserved them this special plane because 
they were four very special girls. But 10  
hours later, skepticism kicked in again.
“I thought it only took six hours to 
get to Cancun!” yelled Jasmine, over 
the roars of the plane’s engine.
“Attention ladies, this is your captain 
speaking,” howled a voice over the 
cockpit intercom, “ We are now making 
our final descent into Cocoon, Idaho.”
“Cocoon?! Guys, we’re supposed to 
be in Cancun! What’s going on?!” yelled 
Amy. “Wendi, you booked the tickets,
those who preferred the solitude that 
came with the winter months.
She studied each person that walked 
along the shore. There were dedicated 
dog-walkers who were on the beach 
every night, elderly couples who strolled 
on Sundays after church, and kids who 
desperately tried to get their kites in the 
air with the first strong wind. She longed 
to be one of them— free to roam the 
beach and climb into the ocean. She felt 
like she was part of the beach since she 
spent so long staring down at it. For now 
she watched from her window, waiting 
for her chance to truly experience the 
sand, salt, sea...
Her mother didn’t want her to go 
down to the beach. She was afraid that 
something would happen. And if 
anything ever did happen, she wouldn’t 
be able to cry for help because nothing 
GOOGLE
what the heck is wrong?”
With a knot in her stomach, Wendi 
pulled her plane ticket out and realized 
the shocking truth; she had bought her 
and her roommates four round trip 
tickets to Cocoon, Idaho...not Cancun, 
Mexico. “Damn it!” She thought to 
herself. “ I must have clicked the wrong 
box online. Maybe Cocoon won’t be so
GOOGLE 
came out of her mouth when it opened. 
But if she did have a voice, she knew 
what it would sound like. It would make 
the sound a shell makes when she held 
it up to her ear. It would sound like the 
rhythmic, deep, pulsing waves. But it 
didn’t sound like that, so she couldn’t 
go to the beach.
At night, she would leave the window 
open, even when it was winter. She 
couldn’t sleep without the smell of salt 
air and the sound of the waves rocking 
her to sleep. If she woke up in the middle 
of the night, the waves soothed her back 
to sleep. She always feared waking up 
and hearing complete silence, like the 
ocean had stopped moving. The beach 
was her energy, her gravity, her balance.
It was a gray afternoon when she 
went to the beach. Her mother wasn’t 
home and her father was asleep. She
" -----------------------------
Five minutes later, they 
were dropped off on a dirt 
runway, handed a sack of 
potatoes, and bid farewell by 
their pilot...there they stood: 
tube tops, shorts, sunglasses, 
and five days in the wilderness 
ahead of them.
-------------------------" 
bad...It could be worse, right?” She 
asked herself, under the weight of her 
roommates’ furious stares.
Five minutes later, they were dropped 
off on a dirt runway, handed a sack of 
Idaho Grade A potatoes, and bid farewell 
by their pilot. So there they stood: tube 
tops, shorts, sunglasses, and five days in 
the wilderness ahead of them.
(Erin) The first thing they needed to 
do, they decided, was to get some
DOCTOR/Page 29 
knew nothing would happen— she 
didn’t need a voice to go outside. The 
sky was hazy and the air was heavy with 
the scent of salt and seaweed. Sand 
clung to her bare feet as she left her 
tentative footprints behind her. She 
stepped on something sharp and reached 
down to gently pick up a shell. The shell 
was broken and its edges were jagged. 
But the inside was smooth, shiny, purple, 
and perfect.
The gulls flew overhead and 
mournfully cried out to each other. They 
cried out to her too, even though she 
couldn’t cry back. She wandered along 
the shoreline she had studied so intently 
as the setting sun leaked through the 
clouds. She bent down to the look at a 
piece of sea glass when ocean came up 
and washed over her feet. It retreated 
back, beckoning her closer. She dropped 
the sea glass and walked mesmerized 
towards the water.
She wandered in and the shock of the 
cold took her breath away— but she kept 
going. With each wave that moved 
through her, she felt more awake and 
more alive. She wished she could melt 
into the ocean and become part of it— 
swim away into a world of silent 
mystery. She stopped when the water 
was up to her waist and she looked 
around. A dog-walker passed looking 
bewildered but she waved to let him 
know she was okay.
A slight breeze moved the sea grass 
on the dunes and it seemed to mimic the 
motion of the waves. The beach was still 
except for the wind and the only sounds 
werethe waves and gulls. She knew she 
was part of the beach and became more 
a part of it with each wave that rolled 
over her. The sand and the shells and 
the waves were inside of her, moving 
through her veins. The beach lived 
inside her, pulsing through her salt water 
heart.
Guilty Pleasures
by Katie McBrine ’04 
Portfolio Staff
Seeing a ‘D’ on someone’s paper 
after seeing the ‘C’ on yours; J.C.Penney; 
Knowing your friend thinks your 
boyfriend/ girlfriend is wicked hot; 
Snagging the rest of your roommate’s 
curly-fries when they’ve passed out; 
Celine Dion; Reading away messages; 
Hearing that your Ex was just dumped; 
TLC’s A Baby Story, TLC’s A Wedding 
Story; TLC’s A Make-over Story; TLC’s 
A Dating Story; The smell of gasoline; 
Star Search; Exam cancellation due to a 
professor’s illness; Nickelodeon; D3: 
The Mighty Ducks; Getting seated at a 
restaurant with a million people behind 
you in line; Faking,sick; Childhood 
Blankie/Teddy Bear- still sitting on your 
bed- in your dorm; Reading the Personal 
ads; Not showering on a snow day; Veal; 
Begging for and getting 40 bucks from 
the ‘rents; Whoopee pies; $120 Powder 
Blue Timberland Boots; HotorNot.com; 
Eating half a can of Rainbow Frosting 
off the back of a spoon; Infomercials; 
Salt; Rockin’ to the Fresh Prince theme 
song (cause you know you know it!); An 
earth rumbling burp; The Freshman Face 
Book; Checking out your friend’s little 
bro/ sis; “Coincidentally” bumping into 
your crush.
The Cowl Portfolio
by Jennifer Skala ’05 
Asst. Portfolio Editor
The once-white lace curtains were 
yellowed and covered with a thin layer 
of dust. They limply hung on either side
of the cloudy window. Paint 
chipped off the 
windowsill, which had
SHORT
STORY
been warped by years of rain coming 
through the window and seeping into the 
wooden ledge. Petrified bodies of 
bumblebees and horseflies lay in 
between the windowpane and the screen, 
trapped forever after fatally flying 
through the small tear in the corner of 
the wire screen.
The lone window sat in the far corner 
of the room. The walls were bare except 
for- the faded, peeling pink wallpaper. 
An antique twin bed with a tarnished 
brass frame was pushed against the wall, 
directly across from the window. There 
was no other furniture in the room 
besides an old wooden chair that sat next 
to the window. To most people, the 
room was depressing and dull— a 
forgotten place in the corner of an old 
house. But most people didn’t even stop 
to look out the window.
The girl who lived in the room sat in 
the chair and stared out the window for 
hours. Every day she would study the 
landscape outside, the pure sandy beach 
and the powerful sea. The view from the 
window was never the same—the beach 
was constantly changing. The waves 
would mold the sand like clay and leave 
seaweed strewn across the beach in 
complicated lines and patterns. The 
people on the beach changed too.- The 
summer crowds would go with the first 
autumn breeze, leaving the beach for
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Poetry Corner
Our Avenue
by Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor
The block isn’t growing, and neither are the kids, 
Still toys and time and four-square grids.
It seems for petty stakes they play, 
For no more worth exists today.
Not much point in playing the game
Every grass in a yard in a fence, in a name.
The man forgets his home these days, 
Ignoring the kids he has to raise.
In the garage he’s building things
(It is of foreign lands he sings), 
While lights go out overhead.
One thing to do when they are dead... 
He asks his neighbor for some oil. 
It’ll keep him set, for a while 
But he’ll be running back for more 
(for what’s not his before the war).
He has some fancy tools like you. 
You think you know just what to do,
Tell them he’s mad, he’s crazy, that he’ll hurt someone, 
Better shoot him first, because you’ve both got a gun. 
Then you can take his tools and oils, 
Afterward, you’ll have all the spoils.
Call your old friends and enemies. 
Promote your self-sufficiencies.
You always do badly, when you’re out to do “good,” 
‘Promoting peace’ in the neighborhood.
Sonnet 40 - The Trust Walk
By Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff
Behind me was the house of home and bed. 
The sun had lost its crispness in the sky 
From air of marshy-moist and failing by 
The hours gone. In depths the shadows vie. 
My sodden shoes were pointed but ‘ahead’ 
My guide unseen, the tussocks where I lie. 
Tonight I leave behind a heavy ‘why’ 
Or else too far is bowed my aching head 
To see the answer burning, fuel-less, sure.
My fears were iron burrs but on I ran, 
My vision fixed on song I scarce could see — 
Awe-lovely beam to drown conceit and war. 
By blessing blest I’ve lived to bless the plan 
When Mystery could be my certainty.
The War on Iraq: A 
Cynical Pacifist's View
by Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff
Alright,
Baghdad:
Cringe before us, or
Die a grisly death.
Enemies of the United States:
Fall upon your knees and beg the
Great Satan for mercy.
Had you only listened to reason,
If you had simply disarmed,
Jets would not be dropping bombs on you. 
Killing is so easy for us,
Like water off a duck’s back.
Make no mistake: do
Not set your
Oil wells on fire—that would really
Piss us off.
Quickly surrender, change your
Regime, hand over
Saddam, and you won’t have
To suffer needlessly anymore.
Under our just and righteous God we shall 
taste
Victory,
While
Xenophobics
Yell curses at your toppling
Ziggurats.
RIP; The American Spirit
July 4, 1776- March 19, 2003
Dear Mr. President,
by Neisha McGuckin ’03
Portfolio Staff
At first, I thought it would just be 
the environment destroyed 
dollars between your gnarled fingers 
and like Dr. Seuss’ Lorax, 
where there should be trees, 
there would only be oil and factories.
But now it’s liberty 
everything you touch 
turns to liberty 
turns to freedom 
and that old song said 
freedom's just 
another word for 
nothing left to lose
But, if that’s true, Mr. President 
and if that’s what you choose 
then what is it to be an American: 
is it to have nothing to lose?
Freedom for you Mr. President 
is the power to tell other 
leaders to leave their homes... 
When you had never left yours 
Before you had to on business. 
What about freedom of the press? 
On TV there seems to be no other word 
But why can’t we know 
What does a secret war show? 
Next on the list: Freedom of speech? 
Why does a man get arrested 
For wearing a T-shirt for peace?
World protests are ignored in 
The way your broken record speeches go 
We have to do anything although 
We need money
In this economy oh yes money 
Establish a Freedom Corps 
Give more money for guns 
Give money to Americorps 
As long as they control border runs 
Help Africa and their epidemic 
As long as they practice abstinence 
And my freedom,
My freedom to choose your penance, 
You squash with your contradictions 
A reborn Christian minus addictions 
Save one:
The addiction to punish Saddam.
You have ruined our world.
Our work, our world, Mr. Bush, 
If freedom is so reckless, 
so autonomous, 
so meaningless.
Singing the spring break blues
assignments? A summer of fun in the 
sun and 40-hour workweeks? An actual 
professional job? The loneliness that 
comes with not living with all your 
friends on the same floor of an excellent 
apartment building or dorm? Realizing 
you have no money on which to live? 
Oh, the joys of being back from that 
fabulous vacation we spent up to six 
months of our lives planning.
It all starts with the long road home. 
How many of us spent a day or more in 
a plane, train or automobile? And 
everybody you’re around is tired and 
crabby because the light at the end of 
the tunnel has vanished. You’ve 
probably noticed that coming home from 
spring break is the single exception to 
the rule that the ride coming is always 
quicker that the ride going. Your feet 
and derriere will constantly be asleep; 
your legs will always be cramped; and 
neck and back will never cease to ache. 
You’ll need to spend at least a week 
recovering from toils. Additionally, just 
when you begin to adjust to the time 
change, it was time to change back.. .can 
you say, ‘jetlag?’
Yes, upon you return there is that 
initial excitement of hearing each others 
stories and developing your own 
vacation snapshots. It is only when you 
are listening to those stories, recounting 
your own and sifting through hundreds 
of photographs that you realize you will 
never again recapture any of those 
moments as long as you live — they are 
now memories (soon to be part of the 
distant past). And we all know just how 
fun it is to try and get our friends’ 
pictures, fighting for doubles and trading 
negatives whose reprints will never 
come out quite the same way.
Furthermore, the weather is never 
as good in Providence in March as the 
place you came back from. Like our 
rainy little city can even compare with 
Florida, the Dominican Republic, Vegas 
or the Bahamas. It’s like the end of 
summer all over again. And then, if you 
have particularly sensitive sinuses or 
other such susceptibilities, sudden 
changes in climate or altitude may wreak 
havoc on your system. It is entirely 
possible that you’ll demonstrate allergy­
type symptoms such as a runny nose or 
stuff head either during or immediately 
following your trip. That shot glass isn’t 
the only souvenir you picked up — 
Montezuma’s Revenge anyone?
As if that weren’t enough, just as you 
start to recover from the post-spring 
break blues, about a month after your 
return the bills start coming in. 
Everybody owes everybody else money 
and nobody has been yet paid. Soon 
enough Discover, Visa and Mastercard 
will all be calling your home, your dorm 
and your cell phone in an attempt to hunt 
down delinquent spendthrifts like 
yourself. The only way to save yourself 
is to cut up those cards right now, 
because you cannot spend a single penny 
until after the six months it will take you 
to pay off the outstanding balances. All 
those snapshot memories are worth a 
lifetime of debt though, right?
by Kaitlin Fluet ’03 
Portfolio Staff
Ah, Spring Break — it is the long- 
awaited and most highly-anticipated 
event of the school year. You spend the
entire first semester 
planning your trip andESSAY
plotting your itinerary. By the time 
Christmas break rolls around, you’re so 
sick of bickering and nitpicking over the 
small things that you might already need 
a break from the spring break that has 
yet to actually take place. And then the 
wait is on, and excitement has a proper 
environment in which to germinate. And 
then you go, and the bliss is 
indescribable. But what happens when 
you return from spring break? Nothing.
Nothing happens when you return 
from spring break — nothing but 
depression. What is there to look 
forward to? A week of midterms and 
papers that you aren’t prepared for? 
Stressed-out professors who are behind 
schedule and push up all your
26 The Cowl Portfolio March 27, 2003
The Unshared Stories
Turbulence: Observations from 
five flights and three airports
by Dave Quinn ’04 
A&E Editor
Even if you didn’t head off to Prague 
(like myself) last week, you probably had 
just as much fun as I did over spring 
ESSAY break—a time for 
 relaxation, recreation, 
and things you’d never want your parents 
to hear about. But before the sunny 
beaches of Jamaica this break, just about 
everyone had to sit through long hours 
of layovers and security checks at the 
airport. And while obviously essential 
to the spring break experience, traveling 
left me with many annoyances I just 
couldn’t keep to myself. So fasten your 
safety belts, turn off all electrical devices, 
and return your chairs to an upright 
position—this might be a bumpy ride...
On the plane:
* The food on airplanes sucks. It’s ter­
rible. I haven’t ever eaten anything that 
I’ve remotely wanted to finish. Two days 
into the trip, Sodexho-Marriot wasn’t 
looking so bad. You’re also provided with 
a lot of beverages. I felt like every five 
minutes the flight attendants came down 
the aisle with a cart offering me some­
thing to drink. I could obviously have 
said no to this, but my feeling was “What 
if they don’t come later and I’m thirsty?”
would coolly walk into the barber shop 
or Entwhistle’s Grocery. She’d feel 
guilty and be reluctantly satisfied not to 
follow him for a week or so. Perhaps, 
she was most distressed over the 
response of her closest confidants, who 
failed to find Henry’s habit of 
disappearing the least bit peculiar. But 
his tryst with a hammer and plywood 
did not go on for much longer.
Finally, he took her out in his car one 
evening and pulled off the main road 
onto the dirt path. Though she was less 
than thrilled with the bumpy detour, she 
had only a moment to fuss before the 
house took shape in the dusk. He had 
opened the car door for her and carried 
her up the steps. As a young girl, 
Caroline’s grandmother was told that her 
father was unable to make it through the 
front door before his eagerness to 
propose forced him to set down the 
woman in his arms and ask for her hand 
out on the white sweeping porch. She 
lived in that home for seven years longer 
until she died in her bed while her 
husband held her. Their three-year-old 
daughter watched from the end of the 
long bed draped with shadows in her 
memory.
And the daughter, who eventually 
became Caroline.’s grandmother, quietly 
grew up so that most of her youth also 
remained in the shadows. When it came 
to playmates the girl shied away and had 
few relationships with anyone, much 
preferring the dark comers of the house 
to play with her dolls or to sneak out of
GOOGLE
So I just kept getting drinks, and I just 
kept drinking them. There was no es­
cape. You could imagine the strong de­
sire to urinate was out of control.
■ I had to pee so badly (from all the 
ginger ale I had irrationally been chug­
ging) and I waited for this woman to 
come out of the bathroom. This was a 
big flight, and there was obviously more 
than just one bathroom, but I kept tell­
ing myself “She’ll be out soon.” She 
wasn’t. After a half hour (I’m a guy — 
I can hold it), she came out. And at that 
point, I felt so excited that I would be 
able to pee, I didn’t even think about the 
fact that the 4x4 space probably wasn’t 
the best spot for me to be at that point. 
It wasn’t. (Word of advice: if you are on 
an airplane, and you are waiting for a 
bathroom for more than 20 minutes, do 
not go in).
GOOGLE 
her bed in the morning to lie on the 
hardwood floor of her room. She would 
lay her pink flowered blanket out on the 
window shaped light that fell onto the 
floor. She’d do this to again feel the 
warmth of her mother’s hands cupping 
her face, which came from a fragment 
of memory, and she never told anyone 
about this.
When the grocer’s son took an 
interest in her, the logical thing it seemed 
to do was for them to get married. They 
lived in the farmhouse with her father. 
One day the father and the grocer’s son 
sat down at the kitchen table. The 
afternoon light, glowing orange, came 
in through the window and hit the side 
of the father’s face. They decided that 
night to sell most of the farm because 
the grocer’s son knew little about 
farming. They planned to keep some of 
the livestock, the cows and chickens, but 
most of the orchard would go. The father 
was too old to keep up with the trees that 
seemed to bloom more each year. The 
woman was sad and when her father 
passed away the following year; it was 
especially difficult to see the houses that 
were being built on the land. She had 
two children and finally they sold 
everything except for the house. The 
grocer’s son took over the store. Their 
children grew up. The boy left the 
farmhouse for New York, but the 
daughter stayed and took on the house. 
She is Caroline’s mother. The bedroom 
that Caroline has now, once belonged to 
her mother and to her grandmother.
* “Duty free” are two of the best 
words in the English language.
■ Airplane food gives you gas. And I 
don’t just mean me. Everyone. That 
plane smelled like the back of a car after 
a trip to White Castle and Taco Bell. I 
was not too thrilled.
* Why do pilots insist on pointing out 
the places you are flying over when it is 
nighttime? There I was, trying to sleep, 
and the dude just kept coming on the 
headphones saying “if you look out the 
left window, although you may not be 
able to see anything, you might notice 
we are currently flying over Ireland.” Of 
course I cannot see! It’s pitch black out! 
What do you expect?
■ What terrorist weapon is Dave 
Quinn hiding in his shoes this time? 
Apparently, everyone wanted to know.
* Thanks, American Airlines. That 
pillow you gave me that covered half of 
my head and the blanket that covered my 
left arm - they really helped me sleep.
* I complain about my job far too 
much. Being a flight attendant sucks! 
And it’s not even the bad food, annoy­
ing people, or the funky smell. No, it’s 
the constant ear popping and lowering 
of intelligence that would just kill me. 
If I had to show people how to buckle a 
seatbelt every day, I’d jump out of the 
plane.
■ I’m so glad they rope the first and
In 1973, two years before Caroline’s 
uncle Ben left home, when Caroline’s 
mother was just eighteen, during the 
month the two swans out on Red Lily 
Pond had lost all six of their cygnets to 
some predator (the locals assumed to 
be either a fox or snapping turtle), during 
the same week Led Zeppelin gave a 
legendary performance in Atlanta, on the 
very same night, just down the street a 
couple that had been together for a very 
long time were out scouring the sky on 
their evening walk and saw a star falling, 
that was the day the old white porch 
came crashing down off the house like 
a draw bridge ripping off its chains and 
plummeting into a murky moat. 
Hearing the sounds of the porch ripping 
apart its last ties to the front of the house 
and the wood beams falling in and 
breaking on each other, the family 
rushed to the windows only to see clouds 
of dirt rising in thick masts.
All the aging signs had been ignored, 
the tilt first discovered 14 years ago 
when Ben rolled his marbles down the 
grooves in the wood, had become more 
than noticeable. A crack between the 
front door and porch had grown a foot 
wide and all sorts of insects had made 
their home underneath the porch and had 
received enough nutrients chewing away 
at the wood to spawn thousands of 
descendents. All that remained were the 
front columns that supported the roof of 
the porch; they slanted outward, 
precariously holding up the roof that 
looked to be a crooked smile for two 
days after the porch’s initial demise. The 
children had been told to stay away from 
the front windows and to use the back 
door of the house. When the columns 
finally fell, it seemed there was a feeling 
that the last stronghold had collapsed 
under its own weight, what it must have 
been like to witness the Wright brother’s 
first unsuccessful flight, the dashed hope 
of a failed hero. There was a sadness 
felt by the whole family when the porch 
fell and each of them quietly mourned 
the loss alone, in the comforting silence 
of their separate rooms. Two months 
later, a set of front steps had been built. 
They were painted white and lacquered 
so that they shined and they fanned out 
at the bottom. But the house always 
looked like a person missing his front 
teeth.
Tune in next week for the conclusion 
of The Unshared Stories.
business class off from coach. I 
wouldn’t want those passengers to be 
contaminated by my poor and unwor- 
thy-of-comfort breath.
■ This is more of a personal accom­
plishment. And I know you are going to 
look down on me for this, but I really 
mean no disrespect. But I finally saw a 
fat person taking up two seats on an air­
plane. Fantastically funny.
■ I know this has been mentioned be­
fore, but the people on the “Safety On 
Board” instructions always look so calm. 
I can’t take it. Even if they are cartoon 
drawings, those toons have smiles on 
their face. One airline showed a video 
instruction, and the people were smil­
ing, polite, and almost excited as they 
used their chair as a floatation device. I 
want some action! I want some reality. 
Grab that oxygen mask like your life de­
pends on it!
In the airport:
* Moving sidewalks are so cool. I 
wish we had them at PC. Imagine going 
to class, and just standing. I could stand 
and smoke without even having to move 
my legs. Damn, that would be clutch.
■ Europeans have such a sense of 
style. They are so on top of the game 
when it comes to fashion. In London, 
everyone looked so good. Maybe it’s 
the accents, but I was totally attracted 
to just about everyone in the airport. Ter­
rible oral hygiene—great sense of style.
■ Hi, my name is a 14-year-old Eu­
ropean, and I drink Smirnoff Ice in air­
ports. All the time. Apparently, it’s the 
drink of choice for all young, alcoholic, 
Eurotrash.
by Aislinn Martin ’05 
Portfolio Staff
The soaring temperatures of late have 
caused the majority of residents in 
Allentown, Ga., to recall with remarkable 
clarity a day 77 years past, July 23, 1925,
when the mercury level 
rose to the record 111 
degrees mark. Today,
SHORT
STORY
the air had hung like a thick syrup that 
made everything stick together, so that 
even paper-like leaves felt unctuous to 
the touch, and the waves rising from-the 
black pavement seemed to vitrify. The 
drought has persisted straight through 
July, a great portion of Georgia’s rainy 
season, and a strict water ban has been 
imposed.
At 11:30 p.m., while lying in her bed, 
Caroline Ritter could hear Mr. Campbell 
watering his garden. She could hear the 
water rejuvenating faded pink roses and 
drained marigolds, splashing the color 
back into the faces of his black-eyed- 
susans. The crickets droned in unison 
with the cacophony of croaking bullfrogs 
so that, to the untrained ear, the illicit 
sprits of water became just another 
authorized sound in the night. But an 
opened window belonging to a dark 
bedroom makes for an easy intrusion into 
moonlit operations of neighbors who 
have erroneously presumed nighttime a 
fitting cover.
Caroline was the fourth generation of 
women to live in the blue farmhouse. Her 
great grandfather had spent three years 
building the home, and had completed it 
in 1924. By January of that year, the 
woman that he had been getting to know 
for quite some time was fast anticipating 
a marriage proposal. Henry withheld 
his marriage offer for a good eight 
months, until he was ready to give her a 
house in addition to the ring. Most of 
the townspeople knew where he went 
every night after work. He’d take the 
long way home, veering off Maynard, 
onto a dirt path obscured by wild grass, 
over a hill to a place where the skeleton 
of a house could slowly be seen taking 
shape on the evening horizon line. 
Caroline’s great grandmother grew 
suspicious. People would warn Henry 
if they noticed her following him after 
he had finished work for the night. He
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Doctor: Brad to the 
spring break rescue
Thank You
by Jessica Bonvino ’04
Portfolio Staff
continued from page 25
woodsy gear because they were 
unprepared for the less-than-balmy 
Idaho climate. “Okay girls, let’s hit up 
Abercrombie for some hoodie sweaters 
and cargo flares, since we’re going to 
try and make the best of it,” Karen 
offered. The problem was that they had 
no idea where the mall was. They started 
walking up a dirt road, but there was no 
sign of civilization. There were some 
sheep standing around in a field, though. 
Wendi had a brief vision of them trying 
to spin the wool to make sweaters, she 
was so cold. “Oh, how cute, look at the 
little furry sheep!” Amy exclaimed, 
scaring the sheep away. They took off, 
leaving the four girls completely alone 
in the Idaho wilderness.
{Kelly) “All right, Wendi,” said 
Jasmine threateningly. “Either you use 
those designer sunglasses to start a fire 
for us or we’re gonna sew your bikinis 
into blankets!”
Wendi sensed this trip was going to 
get really ugly, really fast.
{Mike) The girls kept walking down 
the dirt road until they passed a small, 
rundown farmhouse. “Let’s see if they 
can point us toward downtown Cocoon,” 
Amy said optimistically.
A tall man in overalls met them before 
they could even reach the front door. 
“This is private property! Get off my 
land!”
{Dave Q.) Scared, angry, and just 
plain out of options, the girls did what 
they would normally do to get out of 
sticky situations—they lifted up their 
tube tops and cheered. “Yeah spring 
break,” Jasmine screamed, “Woohoo!” 
They didn’t know what would happen. 
They didn’t know if they’d seen their last 
keg party. But they were going to do 
what came naturally, and if this wasn’t 
going to work, they were prepared to 
make out.
“Karen?” the tall man questioned.
“Dr. Brad?” Karen replied.
“Karen!” Dr. Brad shouted. “I knew 
it was you. I’d recognize those 
anywhere—I always know my work.”
Karen was shocked. And the other 
girls, as you can imagine, weren’t sure 
exactly what was going on. As Dr. Brad 
approached, they began questioning 
Karen.
(Jen) “Remember when I went home 
for the weekend last semester because I 
had strep throat?” said Karen as her 
roommates nodded. “Well I really didn’t 
have strep throat— I had an appointment 
with Dr. Brad.”
“So that’s why you couldn’t lift 
anything heavy for six to eight weeks!” 
exclaimed Amy.
“What brings you girls to Cocoon?” 
asked Dr. Brad as he approached.
“It’s my fault,” sighed Wendi. “We 
were supposed to be going to Cancun but 
I messed up our tickets. Now we’re 
freezing in the middle of nowhere with 
suitcases full of cute tank tops and 
bikinis!”
(Lauren D.) “Well girls, I think I have 
just the thing to help,” said Dr. Brad as 
he motioned for them to follow him into 
his barn. Thinking that things couldn’t 
possibly get much worse, the girls 
walked inside, and were amazed at what 
they found.
Expecting to see horses, hay, and a 
tractor, the girls found a tanning booth 
and a hot tub. Not wanting their spring 
break ruined, Dr. Brad invited the girls 
to stay with him for the week, giving 
them free use of his tanning booth and 
the hot tub, and take whatever they liked 
from his bar whenever they wanted. As 
an added bonus, Dr. Brad performed 
“free work” for the girls, who returned 
to school tan and with a new look, if you 
will. Maybe Cocoon wasn’t such a bad 
spring break after all...
It wasn’t necessary to ask you 
to come and spend your day 
sitting in a hospital room. 
You wanted to come.
You didn’t have to drive 
the two hours there and back.
But, you wouldn’t 
have it any other way.
You didn’t have to wake up 
at 6:00 a.m. on your day of rest, 
and neglect your schoolwork, 
just to sit in a crammed car. 
But that car was filled with love.
None of you had to come 
but you all did, without being asked.
So, thank you 
for your outstretched arms 
and reassuring words 
that helped warm the tears and sadness. 
If only there were more words 
to express how 
truly special you all really are.
National Conference for College Women 
Student Leaders: 
Women in Charge
Presented by the 
American Association of 
University Women 
June 19-21, 2003 Providence, R.l.
For more information: www.aauw.org or 
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Dr. Sedney
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What feature do you wish came 
standard in the new dorm?
“A day spa complete with Swedish masseuse.” 
Maria Yarmac ’04
“A hot guy in a Jacuzzi.” 
Sheena Baptista ’06
“An RA to bust us on parietals...oh wait, 
we have one of those now.” 
Michael O’Callahan ’05 Sarah Karg ’04 “Mirrors on the ceiling.” 
Jon Sacramone’04
“A chill bubbler on every floor and 
seats in the shower.” 
Drew Larracey ’03
“A personal assistant.” 
Sounivone Phanthavong ’05 Luis Novel ’05
Zack and Kelly
Coed roommates. But what do we know— 
we only lasted 18 episodes in college.
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Standouts
Rob Sanders
Men’s Basketball 
Sophomore — New London, Conn. 
Sanders led the men’s basketball team to a 2-1 mark in 
the NIT, scoring 16 points in PC’s 67-49 win over 
Richmond in the opening round and a career-high 20 
points and seven rebounds in a 69-64 win over the 
College of Charleston. Monday, in the Friars’ 67-58 
loss to Georgetown, Sanders finished with 10 points.
Kelli Halcisak
Women’s Hockey 
Junior — Grosse He, Mich.
Halcisak was voted Second Team All-America on 
Friday, March 21—the first PC defenseman to ever 
be honored with the title. Halcisak led the Friars 
and the Hockey East division, finishing with 45 
points (14 goals and 31 assists), enough to place her 
second in scoring among the nation’s defensemen.
Scores Schedules
Wednesday 3/19 Friday 3/28
Men’s Basketball at Richmond W 67-49 Men’s and Women’s Track at Raleigh Relays
Saturday 3/22 Saturday 3/29
Men’s Basketball vs. College of Charleston W 69-64 Men’s and Women’s Track at Raleigh Relays
Softball at Boston College Noon
Sunday 3/23 Tennis at Stony Brook 1 p.m.
Lacrosse vs. Fairfield L 10-6 Lacrosse vs. Vermont 2 p.m.
Monday 3/24 Sunday 3/30
Men’s Basketball vs. Georgetown L 67-58 Softball at Connecticut Noon
Tennis at St. John’s 11 a.m.
Tuesday 3/25
Lacrosse at Harvard L8-3 Wednesday 4/2
Lacrosse vs. Harvard 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday 3/26 
Softball vs. Quinnipiac L 4-3 (10 in.) 
. W 2-1 (6 in.)
Softball at Boston University 2 p.m.
Standings
Women’s Hockey East Standings Men’s Hockey East Standings
Team Record Points Team Record Points
1. Providence 13-1-1 27 1. New Hampshire 15-5-4 34
2. New Hampshire 13-2-0 26 2. Boston College 16-6-2 34
3. Maine 5-8-2 12 3. Maine 14-6-4 32
4. Connecticut 3-9-3 9 4. Providence 12-9-3 27
5. Northeastern 4-10-1 9 5. Boston University 13-10-1 27
6. Boston College 2-10-3 7 6. Massachusetts 10-14-0 20
7. Merrimack 7-13-4 18
8. UMass Lowell 4-16-4 12
9. Northeastern 5-17-2 12
Check out complete Friar coverage at www.TheCowl.com 
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A season finished in two nights
by Brendan McGair ’03
Sports Staff
When the bids for the NCAA Men’s 
Hockey Tournament were announced 
Sunday, the Providence College men’s 
hockey team found themselves on the 
outside looking in, as the Friars were not 
named one of the 16 teams in the 
championship tournament. Providence’s 
chances on making the NCAAs were on 
life support at best to begin with after 
being swept out of the Hockey East 
playoffs by Boston University on March 
8. The tournament snub just affirms the 
Friars’ disappointing ending.
“It’s obviously 
MEN'S disappointing because 
HOCKEY we got knocked out, and 
then we got our hopes up 
again when we were ranked 14th in the 
[power rankings],” said senior Devin 
Rask. “We got our hopes up that we were 
going to get in.”
After an undefeated February, the 
Friars entered their Hockey East 
quarterfinal match-up with the BU 
Terriers playing its best hockey of the 
season. But in just two nights, all the 
Friars had done to resurrect its season 
went up in a cloud of smoke.
Providence took a 4-3 lead early in 
the third period of the first game on a 
goal by Jon DiSalvatore, but BU’s Ken 
McGowan tied the game at four a short 
time later. McGowan’s third goal of the 
game sent the contest into overtime—the 
fourth time in four games the teams 
would play extra hockey.
Unlike in the regular season when the 
Friars skated away with two wins in the 
extra session, the Terriers got the bounces 
in overtime. Terrier Bryan Miller skated 
untouched in the Friar zone and followed 
up his own shot at 8:03 of OT to give
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Welcome Back Friars!
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Peter Fregoe gets jumped on in the Friars season-ending loss to BU.
BU a 5-4 win, putting the Friars in a 
must-win situation the next night.
In game two, the Friars found 
themselves within striking distance, 
down 2-0 at the start of the third period. 
But instead of staging a comeback, 
Providence imploded to the tune of five 
Terrier goals in the period, three of 
which came via the power play. The 7-1 
loss forced the Friars to play the “wait- 
and-see” game over the next two weeks.
“It’s been a very difficult couple of 
weeks, I’ve drove myself nuts thinking 
about what could have been or what we 
could have done different,” Head Coach 
Paul Pooley said. “It’s a life lesson that 
you have to give it all you have. Not that 
we didn’t, but with one or two more 
wins, it would not have been an issue.”
Providence had continued to practice 
over the two weeks leading up to 
Selection Sunday, hoping they still had 
a chance to get in the tournament. 
Things looked to be good for the Friars 
after Michigan State lost Thursday to put 
Providence in 14th place in the Pair-Wise 
Rankings (PWR), college hockey’s 
answer to the RPI. But after Friday’s 
games, the Friars found itself tied for 
15th in the PWR with Saint Cloud State, 
a scenario that all but sealed 
Providence’s fate.
Even though St. Cloud St. finished 
barely above .500, posting a 17-15-5 
record, a few things worked to their 
advantage to get the final at-large bid. 
The Huskies swept a pair of games from 
the Friars back in mid-January to earn 
the tiebreaker advantage. St. Cloud State 
was also rewarded for having more 
quality non-conference wins, a new 
bonus system set up by the NCAAs this 
season. Not only had the Huskies taken 
two games from the Friars, they also won 
at Ferris State, a team ranked high in the 
national polls for the majority of the 
season.
In comparison, the Friars had just two 
quality non-conference wins, a sweep of 
Minnesota State University-Mankato 
back in October at home. Mankato went 
on to finish second in the WCHA and 
also earned a No. 4 seed in the East 
Regionals.
One team that was not penalized for 
its poor finish was the University of 
Maine, who received a No. 2 seed in the 
Midwest Regional. The Black Bears 
dropped seven of their final 12 games, 
including being swept out of the Hockey 
East playoffs at home by UMass- 
Amherst. Yet their poor finish did not 
overshadow its strong start—along with 
BU, Boston College and New 
Hampshire, Maine will represent the 
Hockey East in the NCAAs.
With the realization that their college 
hockey careers are over, the Friars’ 
•senior class can be proud of their 
accomplishments. Individually, Rask 
(150 points), DiSalvatore (147) and Peter 
Fregoe (141) will all leave Providence 
on the school’s top 20 career scoring list. 
Nolan Schaefer leaves with 45 career 
wins and a 2.98 goals-against-average, 
the lowest in Providence history. He is 
also tops in school history with 2,848 
career saves.
“I think that this is one of the most 
successful classes that has played for 
four years,” said Pooley. “They had a 
lot of results for us and I’m proud of 
them. It’s been rewarding to see them 
grow as hockey players and hopefully 
they’ll have opportunities to play beyond 
Providence College.”
While the Friars’ season ended on a 
disappointing note, the Friars can take 
solace in the fact that they were able to 
climb back from a 3-5-1 mark in Hockey 
East play at Christmas to finish 12-9-3 
in league play and 19-14-3 overall. But 
in the eyes of a selection committee, an 
undefeated October and February could 
not hide that the team just won five of 
18 games in between its perfect months.
“Our commitment was great when we 
came back from Christmas and that was 
a big reason why we were able to play 
well down the stretch,” Rask said. “The 
seniors stepped up and showed great 
leadership. Everyone was feeling good 
after we closed out February undefeated. 
But it’s disappointing the way it ended.”
Next week in The Cowl:
Only 
$5.99!!!
Large 
cheese
Free
Cinnapie
Get a 
Free
Cinnapie 
with the 
purchase 
of any 
large 
pizza at 
regular
Pizza &
2 Large 
for $9.98
2 Large 1 Large
Cheese Cheese
Pizzas Pizza &
Only our bone­
less 
chicken 
strips for 
Only
The 4th Annual
State of PC Sports Address
by senior Sports Editor R.J. Friedman
Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
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weekend, giving the Bulldogs their third 
straight national title.
“It was much harder [this year],” said 
Providence head coach Bob Deraney. 
“We were a lot closer to the national 
tournament than we were a year ago.”
Last season, the Friars were unranked 
going into the 2002 ECAC Eastern 
League Championships, and even 
though they defeated then-No. 2 Niagara 
and then-No. 5 Northeastern en route to 
the conference title, it was obvious that 
would not be enough to earn them a bid. 
This season, however, the Friars were 
ranked seventh in the nation and defeated 
No. 5 New Hampshire to win the 
inaugural women’s Hockey East 
Championship. Although the victory 
propelled Providence into the No. 5 spot 
and dropped UNH down, No. 4 
Dartmouth sealed the last Frozen Four 
bid by beating No. 1 Harvard, 7-2, in the 
finals of the ECAC Championship. If 
Dartmouth had lost, Providence could 
have potentially earned the last bid.
“We unfortunately left it in someone 
else’s hands, and they took care of 
business,” said Deraney.
Even so, Providence was not 
considered by many to be a contender 
for the NCAA Tournament. Going into 
the Hockey East final, only UNH was 
thought to be fighting for a Frozen Four 
bid. That reflected the lack of 
recognition that the Friars received all 
season long.
“After watching the NCAA 
Tournament, I think that we could have 
been as competitive or even more 
competitive than some of the teams that 
were in the national tournament this past 
weekend,” said Deraney. “I don’t think 
that people really knew how good we 
were.”
Providence was also denied 
recognition within the Hockey East 
Conference, despite winning both the 
regular season and tournament 
championship. The Friars beat UNH 
twice out of three meetings during the 
season, yet the Wildcats earned the 
conference’s three biggest individual 
awards. Deraney was the runner-up for 
the Coach of the Year Award, won by 
UNH’s Brian McCloskey, junior Kelli 
Halcisak, the conference scoring 
champion, was the runner-up for the 
Player of the Year Award, won by UNH’s 
goaltender Jen Huggon, and freshman 
goaltender Jana Bugden was runner-up 
for the Rookie of the Year Award, won 
by UNH forward Lindsay Hansen. In 
the conference championship game 
between Providence and UNH on March 
16, the Friars set out to prove once and
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for all that they were the superior team. 
“I know we went out there and we 
totally dominated,” said senior Danielle 
Culgin after Providence defeated UNH, 
1-0. “We were all fired up about the 
awards banquet. Some of our girls 
deserved a lot more respect than we got. 
I think we went out there today to avenge 
the fact that we do have the Player of 
the Year on our team and the Rookie of 
the Year.”
Sophomore Hilary Greaves tallied the 
only goal of the game at the 6:01 mark 
in the second period, assisted by 
Halcisak. Halcisak was the hero in 
Providence’s semifinal match-up against 
Connecticut, notching five assists in the 
Friars’ 7-0 victory over the Huskies. Her 
efforts earned her the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player Award and a spot on the 
All-Tournament team. Greaves and 
sophomore Rush Zimmerman were also 
named to the team, but Huggon was 
chosen over Bugden for the goaltender 
position. Even though Bugden only 
faced 13 shots in the final game, she 
stopped all of them, including a 
breakaway attempt by UNH’s best 
offensive player, Stephanie Jones.
“That was their shot, and that was 
probably our biggest breakdown,” said 
Deraney. “I think that was the turning 
point in the game. That could have easily 
put us in the hole, but that saVe I think 
turned the momentum around.”
Still, the Friars were satisfied with 
their end result.
“We got what was most important,” 
said Halcisak, who was named a second 
team All-American last week.
“Our kids’ hearts are in the right 
spot,” said Deraney. “They’re very 
unselfish. Even the ones who may have 
been shortchanged got what they wanted, 
and that was to win both championships 
and put a ring on their fingers. Their 
priorities are in the right spot.”
The season was an overall success for 
the Friars, even without the NCAA bid. 
Aside from winning the Hockey East 
Championship, their 24-6-6 record gave 
them the most wins of any previous 
season, and eight Friars earned All­
Conference honors.
“I’m not going to take away from the 
accomplishments of this year’s team and 
the resilience of this year’s team,” said 
Deraney. “They exceeded all my 
expectations, which bodes well for the
Left: Friar goalie Jana 
Bugden saves a shot in 
Providence’s victory 
over the University of 
New Hampshire on 
Sunday, March 16.
Below: Junior 
defenseman Kelli 
Halcisak receives 
Hockey East MVP 
accolades after the 
Friar win.
future of this program.”
In focusing on next year, several 
coaches, including Deraney, are making 
a push to expand the NCAA field from 
four teams to eight. Currently, there are 
28 Division I women’s programs and 
only four bids, while the men’s side has 
60 programs and 16 bids. The smaller 
program-to-bid ratio for women’s teams 
means every that every game counts for 
so much more.
“Our kids play with a tremendous 
amount of pressure all year long because 
there is just such a small margin of error, 
and that’s not fair,” said Deraney. “For 
the promotion of our sport, I think a four- 
team tournament just doesn’t do us 
justice.”
The Friars may have an extra 
incentive to push even harder for NCAA 
bid because the Frozen Four will be held 
at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center next year. 
Yale is hosting the tournament, but 
because the original selected site, the 
New Haven Coliseum, closed in August, 
The Dunk was chosen as the 
replacement.
“I’m excited about next year. I think 
this team put us to another level and 
elevated the standard that future teams 
will be judged by,” said Deraney. “We 
fell short of our goal [of making the 
NCAAs]; we’re not going to fall short 
next year. The players know what’s on 
the line next year.
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Providence beat Richmond by 
almost as many points as they 
did earlier this season (we 
won’t even attempt to answer 
the question of why teams like 
URI and Brown got byes, 
while PC had to play an extra 
game in this tournament—the 
jury is still out on that Einstein 
reasoning). PC received two 
home games in a 72 hour 
period—against Charleston 
and eventually against Big 
East brother, Georgetown. 
Fans and students alike were 
well-received by PC for two 
great ways to end a season— 
win or lose.
But even that took a lot of 
string-pulling.
The NIT takes 85 percent 
of the gate when a game is 
played, leaving the host school 
with 15 percent earnings— 
which isn’t much when a team 
like the Friars has to rent out 
the Dunkin Donuts Center. 
But it’s a testament to Bob 
Driscoll and the athletic 
department to do whatever it 
took to get the NIT in R.I. 
They negotiated a cheaper rent 
on The Dunk to break even on 
the night and wanted to get 
students of PC down to the 
arena so badly that they let 
them in for free, picking up 
the S5.00 a head the NIT 
mandates a school charges for 
admission.
Why go to such extremes 
for a tournament that you 
don’t make any money from?
As Driscoll said Saturday 
night, it’s an investment in the 
future. At the very least, 
Providence basketball 
received some good exposure 
for making the NIT’s final 16. 
You know the Friars 
themselves are geared up for 
next season after those two 
wins—or maybe even more so 
after an embarrassing loss to 
end the year.
Providence will raise 
another banner high above 
The Dunk to begin next 
season. The old “PC” will not 
be atop that banner, but rather 
the friar of the new logo that 
has received many words of 
praise. It brings back the 
tradition of winning and 
excellence that needs to be 
reestablished here.
Of the 40 teams in the NIT 
last season, 25 percent of them 
found themselves dancing in 
the Field of 65 this season. Of 
those 10 teams, both Butler 
and Syracuse are in the Sweet 
Sixteen. Since the NIT 
became the younger nephew 
of the NCAA Tournament 
some 25 years ago, there has 
been a pattern of teams using 
the NIT as a stepping stone to 
NCAA success.
As for Providence, the NIT 
just might be the stone they 
need to slingshot themselves 
back into the dance.
A psyched-up men’s 
lacrosse team feels they 
have a shot to bring 
home its first ever 
MAAC title
by Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff
The Providence College 
men’s lacrosse team and their 
Head Coach Chris Burdick 
open this season looking for the 
team’s first-ever appearance in 
the NCAA Tournament. The 
past two years PC has fallen 
short of the Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference (MAAC)
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automatic 
bid, losing in 
a semi-final
game in the 
conference tournament both
seasons. However, this year 
holds high hopes for the 
Friars—Burdick and his players 
are optimistic, extremely 
committed to winning and are 
out to gain the title of MAAC 
Champion.
“We have been to the
conference final four the past 
two years and come up short,” 
said Burdick, entering into his 
fifth year leading the Friars. 
“The team has matured in that
time and knows what it takes to 
get back there. I know we are 
confident but we aren’t 
overconfident.”
Last season the Friars posted 
a 9-7 overall record in 2002, 
including recording a 5-2 record 
in the MAAC—placing them in 
a tie for second place in the 
league and sending them to their 
second straight trip to the 
MAAC Tournament. Last 
season’s finish in the division 
was the program’s best in the 
seven years that Providence has 
been affiliated with the league.
The Friars enter this season 
with high hopes and 
expectations. Returning 23 
letterwinners from last year’s 
squad, including six of its 11 
starters.
Leading the team to a 
possible league crown will be a 
group of savvy veterans, most 
notably junior Brian O’Rorke 
who was chosen as a Pre­
Season All-American. 
O’Rorke, a member of 2002’s 
All-league first team as well as 
last season’s the league’s Co­
Defensive Player of the Year, 
will be looked to as the catalyst 
of the Friars’ defense.
Burdick will be looking to 
his defense to lead the team to 
victory this season.
“Our defense will definitely 
be a key to our success, They 
are all veterans so they know 
what it takes,” said Burdick.
Also helping O’Rorke on 
the back line will be fellow 
junior Ben Brown and seniors 
Tim Connelly and Matt Berk. 
Veteran leadership in any sport
is a plus, but having it on the 
defensive end the Friars hope 
will be the key to success.
However, even with a strong 
defense, a good offense is 
needed to put numbers on the 
scoreboard. Leading the attack 
thus far for the Friars, now with 
a 1-2 record, have been 
sophomores Dan Giuntini and 
John Hollister. Giuntini, an 
attacker, who earned All- 
MAAC First Team honors last 
season, leads the team in 
scoring with eight points (four 
goals, four assists), while 
Hollister, a midfielder, is right 
behind him with four goals and 
three assists. Senior attacker 
Jon Meehan and junior 
midfielder David Krasnica will 
also help the Friars in the 
scoring department and provide 
leadership for this very young 
Friars’ offense. This season, 
Meehan already has registered 
five points (four goals and one 
assist), while Krasnica has six 
points for the Friars, scoring 
three goals and adding three 
assists.
“Our attack and midfield has 
a lot of talent, but they are very 
young,” said Burdick. “They 
need time to mature and they 
should get that by the middle of 
the season, but they are going 
to contribute.”
So far this season, the Friars 
have gotten off to a slow start, 
dropping two of the team’s first 
three games. The lone win
came against fellow MAAC 
opponent Siena in a 10-3 
victory in Cambridge, Mass. In 
the win the defense shined, 
along with sophomore goalie 
Andrew McMinn. McMinn 
saved 13 shots and gave up only 
three goals in the victory as he 
played all 60 minutes and even 
shutout the Saints in the second 
quarter.
The victory, however, is 
sandwiched between two 
heartbreaking losses. In the 
losses, a 10-7 defeat at the hands 
of Albany and a 10-6 loss to 
Fairfield, the Friars were in both 
games but ended up falling to 
the older, more experienced 
veteran squads. The team and 
its coach remain optimistic and 
they are keeping their 
commitment to winning.
With only a quarter of their 
schedule already played, the 
Friars certainly have room to 
improve. This close-knit team 
looks at the remaining time to 
build on its record and get back 
to playing at the MAAC 
championships to be held in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y in early 
May. Win or lose, however, 
Burdick is happy to be around 
such a great group of players.
“They are all a great group 
of guys with awesome 
character,” said Burdick. “They 
are learning how to become 
great teammates and everyone 
looks out of each other. They 
are great to be around.”
Next year looks promising for Friars five
Rob Sanders
There was controversy early with 
Sanders not seeing playing time. 
Be came off the bench against 
Boston College to score 15 points, 
and then registered 19 points in the 
next game against St. John’s. From 
that point on, Sanders was a starter 
for the rest of the season.
Marcus Douthit
Douthit, a junior, struggled early 
this season, but picked up his play 
and earned his first start of the 
season against Notre Dame. He 
started for the rest of the season 
and remained a big defensive 
presence in the center of the Friars’ 
2-3 zone.
Compiled by Lauren DeMauro *05
Ryan Gomes Donnie McGrath
Gomes was the go-to player for 
the Friars all season long—leading 
PC in both scoring and rebound­
ing—18.4 points, and 9.4 re­
bounds. The 6-7 forward recorded 
17 double doubles on the season 
and was named to the All-Big East 
Second Team.
McGrath, Providence’s freshman 
point guard, was solid all season for 
the Friars, finishing with an 
average of 9.1 points per game, and 
was selected to the All-Big East 
Rookie Team.
Sbeiku Kabba
Kabba proved himself to be a solid 
No. 2 guard this season, helping 
McGrath with ball-handling and 
showing his ability to knock down 
the outside shot. He finished the 
season averaging 10 points per 
game, including posting a career 
high 20 points against Virginia Tech 
in February.
Tim Welsh
After five years of running the Men’s 
Basketball program at Providence 
College, Welsh got his first 
postseason victory this season—a 73- 
50 victory over West Virginia in the 
Big East Tournament. His changing 
of the Friar defense to a 2-3 zone was 
a key component in PC’s turnaround 
towards the end of the season.
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Saturday night. The score was 
close for the majority of the 
game, with neither team gaining 
more than a six-point lead. The 
tide turned, however, with 8:36 
to play when sophomore Rob 
Sanders (20 points, seven 
rebounds) stole the ball at the 
top of the key in the Friars’ 
zone, broke across half court 
and, after throwing the ball off 
the backboard to himself, 
finished the play with an 
electrifying dunk that broke the 
backs of the Cougars and 
brought the crowd at The Dunk 
to its feet. The play was the 
crowning finish of a 7-0 run by 
the Friars who maintained the 
lead for the rest of the game.
The Friars drew the 
University of Richmond in the 
opening round of the 
tournament and, using the tough 
zone defense that had given 
them success in their late- 
season turnaround, held the 
Spiders to just 29 percent 
shooting. This, combined with 
five Friars in double-figures, 
gave Providence its first win in 
the NIT.
The team’s appearance in the 
NIT will hopefully for the Friars 
serve to be more than just three 
extra games.on this season’s 
schedule—Head Coach Tim 
Welsh hopes that it will serve 
as a source of motivation for 
next season.
“I think that NIT was a great 
springboard into next year,” he 
said. “They had a taste of 
success, and I think that will 
drive them into next season.”
PC’s late-season turnaround
Providence got the chance 
to participate in the NIT due to 
its turnaround three-quarters of 
the way through the year. With 
just six games to go in the 
regular season, Welsh’s team 
found itself in last place in the 
Big East Conference—and 
consequently in danger of not 
qualifying for the postseason. 
Considering that PC was 
coming off a stretch in which it 
had lost six out of their last 
seven games, and with tough * 
opponents like St. John’s, 
Villanova, Connecticut and 
Seton Hall ahead, things didn’t 
look promising for the Friars. 
With a record of 11-11, the 
possibility of a berth to the 
NCAA Tournament was far­
fetched at best, and Providence 
was on the bubble for an 
invitation to the NIT.
Midway through February 
the Friars found their “A” game 
and started to turn things 
around. PC picked up its 
defense and rattled off three 
consecutive Big East victories, 
all 10-point wins, over St. 
John’s, Miami and Villanova, 
then the first place team in the 
Big East Eastern Division. 
Though PC suffered a small 
setback with a 71-56 loss to 
Georgetown, Providence kept 
up its strong play, pulling out a 
six-point victory at UConn, and 
winning its final regular season 
home game against Seton Hall, 
64-61, in overtime.
“We had a good season,” 
saidjuniorSheiku Kabba. “We 
made a good run at the end of 
it. We were in last place, ad we 
just came out and made a run, 
and I’ve really got to give the 
team credit for that.”
Impressive showing at MSG
The victories helped catapult 
the Friars into third place in the 
Big East Eastern Division 
regular season standings, setting 
the tone going into the 
postseason, with the Big East 
Tournament held at Madison 
Square Garden in New York 
City up first.
Against West Virginia, the 
No. 6 seed in the Western 
Division, the third-seeded Friars 
came out and dominated from 
the opening minutes. 
Providence came out strong 
defensively in its aggressive 2- 
3 zone and, led by sophomore 
forward and All-Big East 
Second Team selection Ryan 
Gomes’ 26-point, 15-rebound 
effort, defeated the 
Mountaineers 73-50—PC’s 
second largest margin of victory 
in a Big East Tournament game. 
The victory, Welsh’s- first 
postseason victory since taking 
over the reigns at Providence 
five years ago, set the stage for 
the Friars’ match up with 
nationally-ranked No. 5 
Pittsburgh, which finished tied 
for first place in the Big East 
Western Division.
The Friars entered the 
quarterfinal game against 
Pittsburgh expecting a 
challenge—and it certainly got 
one. Providence fought hard
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Clockwise from above: 
junior Sheiku Kabba 
defends against WVU at 
MSG, sophomore Rob 
Sanders preps to drive 
against the Hoyas, sopho­
more Ryan Gomes battles 
the boards, and sophomore 
Tuukka Kotti looks to pass 
at the top of the key.
against the 24-4 Panthers and 
was able to keep the game close, 
but, held to just one field goal 
in the final five minutes, fell 
short, losing 67-59. Pittsburgh 
would go on to defeat 
Connecticut to win its first Big 
East Tournament. Though the 
outcome of the game wasn’t a 
win for the Friars, Providence 
opened the eyes of spectators— 
PC was One of the few teams 
all season able to hang tough 
against Pittsburgh for the entire 
game.
The Friars finish the season 
with an 18-14 overall record, 
including posting an 8-8 record 
in Big East play. Though 
Providence hit some road 
bumps midway through the 
season, the way in which it 
rebounded certainly-raised the 
Friars’ hopes next season—a 
season where they will return all 
but two of its players. The 
Friars turned their season 
around and posted a 3-2 record 
in the postseason—coming 
dangerously close to an upset 
over No. 5 Pittsburgh and 
making it to the second round 
of the NIT. That’s not half bad 
for a team that at mid season 
looked like it might not even get 
there at all.
“We made a great run at the 
end of this season,” said Gomes. 
“And that’s a big plus for us. 
We have everyone returning 
next season, except Kareem 
Hayletts and Stephen Traugott, 
so that’s also a plus for us. We 
got a feel for each other, and I 
think that we need to leave 
behind this season now, and 
focus on next season.”
Sports
the cards
Men’s Basketball’s run through the 
NIT ended Monday night against 
Georgetown, concluding a year of 
ups and downs
by Lauren DeMauro ’05 
Asst, Sports Editor
The 2002-03 season for the Providence 
College men’s basketball team ended on 
Monday night at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center 
in a 67-59 defeat at the hands of Georgetown 
University in the second round of the National 
Invitational Tournament. The loss ended a 
roller coaster season of ups, downs, and 
inconsistencies for the Friars, but also a year 
in which PC made a drastic turnaround in the 
team’s final 10 games.
The Friars threw everyone for a loop— 
raising their level of play, making a thrilling 
run down the stretch of the regular season, 
storming into postseason play—all while 
raising the eyebrows of their doubters, as well 
as their expectations for next year.
High-livin’ in the NIT
For the second straight season, the Hoyas 
ended PC’s postseason campaign. While a 
last-second Hoya shot sent the Friars home 
from the Big East Tournament last season, this 
time the Hoyas sent PC home from its 16th 
appearance in the NIT.
Down by two points after an ugly first half 
by both teams, Georgetown opened up the 
second half with an 8-0 run and never 
relinquished the lead. The Hoya defense held 
Providence scoreless for a period of 10 
minutes in the second half, and, by the final 
whistl,e had forced PC to shoot just 34 percent 
in the game. Coupled with 18 turnovers for 
the game and 11 missed free-throws for a PC 
team ranked among the best in the country 
from the line, the Friars just couldn’t fight 
their way back into the game.
The game was a far cry from the Friar’s 
69-64 victory over the College of Charleston 
in the first round of the NIT at The Dunk
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Marcus Douthit dunks over Mike Benton (2) of the College of Charleston in PC’s 
69-64 win. Providence’s season ended Monday with a 67-59 loss to Georgetown.
A (Bitter) sweet victory
Women’s Hockey sweeps 
through to the Hockey 
East Championship, but 
is snubbed once again for 
the NCAA Tournament
by Virginia Cheng ’03 
Asst. Sports Editor
It was deja vu all over again. 
But this time around, the 
outcome, was even more 
disappointing.
For the second straight year, 
the Providence women’s 
hockey team won its conference 
championship by a score of 1-0 
in the final game, and for the 
second straight year, the 
Providence women’s hockey 
team was denied a bid to the 
NCAA Frozen Four. 
Minnesota-Duluth ultimately 
won this year’s tournament last
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The women’s hockey team won the first ever Women’s Hockey East Tournament.
PC’s road 
to NIT not 
paved 
with gold
If teams in the NCAA 
Tournament are considered to 
be dancing during March, can 
the same be said about teams 
in the NIT as well?
Possibly—if they can 
afford to. But often dancing 
just doesn’t fit the bill.
As 
was the 
case with 
Providence 
College’s 
men’s 
basketball
team last week, the NIT is not 
paved with the gold used for 
March Madness and the 
NCAAs. There isn’t any big 
publicity for the NIT—no 
plush hotels, charter flights, or 
trips for pep bands, 
cheerleaders or students with a 
few extra bucks lying around. 
Rather, if the NIT sends you 
on the road—like they did to 
PC last week against 
Richmond—it is a road game 
in every sense of the word.
The shame about it all is 
that the NIT used to be the 
show—the big tournament 
everyone wanted to be in at 
the end of the year. You have 
to go back about 40 years, but 
the NIT was what put PC 
Basketball on the map. The 
Friars won the NIT in 1961 
and 1963—growing from just 
another school in New 
England to an East Coast 
powerhouse in the sport. The 
story is often told of how 
people literally lined the 
highway from Connecticut to 
Providence, honoring the 
Friars—the Davids of college 
basketball—for victory over 
the NCAA’s Goliaths. Friars 
basketball’s roots are in the 
NIT. So when the tournament 
came calling for the 16th time 
two weeks ago, PC 
administration was more than 
happy to accept the invitation.
But while there was room 
for Providence in the NIT, 
there is no room for profit in 
the tournament. Unlike the 
NCAAs which, through 
sponsorships, wants to create 
the ultimate atmosphere and 
thus reimburses schools to 
send pep bands and other such 
groups to New Orleans, 
Florida, Washington— 
wherever—the NIT doesn’t 
get that much bang for its 
buck. And so when PC found 
out it was traveling to Virginia 
to play Richmond in last 
Wednesday’s opening round 
game, only the team’s travel 
expenses were paid for. A 
skeleton crew of the sports 
information director, athletic 
fundraising director and 
athletics director were the 
only ones to follow.
To the delight of many,
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